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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

, QUEENSLAND COLLIERY DISASTER.
Message in reply.

The SPEAKER: I have received the fol-
lowing telegram in reply to the resolution of
condolence passed by this House yesterday
and by order of the House telegraphed to the
Premier of Queensland:—

George Taylor, Speaker, Legislative As-
sembly, Perth, Western Australia. Thanks
for your wire respecting the appalling dis-
aster at Mount Mulligan. Theodore, Pre-
mier.

QUESTION—COAL AFIRE IN BUNKERS.

Mr. WILSON asked the Premier: 1, Is it
a fact that the ship ‘'Clan Sutherland’’ was
fast at **A’’ and ‘‘B’’ gheds at Fremantle
on lst August at 11.45 a.m., and that sho
left that berth on Tth Augusb at 8.23 am, 2,
Is it a fact that after coming alongside of
berth on 1lst August the ship had fire in her
bunkers, and that the officers discharged the
coal from bunkers into a punt that came
alongside the ship? 3, Is it true that after
a few days fire again broke out in the ship?
4, What place did the coal come from whlch
ﬁred the ship$

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Premier) replied: 1, Yes. 2, The captain
reported a fire in the bunker eoal in No. 3
lower hold, containing about 180 tons of In-
dian and South African coal, all of which
wae unloaded into trucks, 3, There is no in-
formation available om this point. 4,
Answered by No. 2,

QUESTION—FREMANTLE HARBOUR
TRUSL.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN agked the Colonial
Secretary: When will the report of the Fre-
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mantle Harbour Trust for year 1920-21 be
placed on the Table of the Homse?

The COLOXNTAL SECRETARY replied:
The report will be presented to Parliament
immediately on completion of the Auditer
General’s examination of the financiat state-
ments, which iz expected to be about the
middle of Qectober,

QUESTION—COXNSULAR AGENT FOR
ITALY,

Mr. MeCALLUM asked the Premier: 1,
Has his attention been called to a statement
appearing in the ‘‘West Australian’’ news-
paper of Saturday last, 17th inst., by Count
Gallo, Royal Consular Agent for Ttaly, in
Perth, in which he takes it upon himself to
eriticise a large section of Australian citizens
who support a reasonable standard of wages
as advocates of a ‘‘fool policy of high wages,
which must cease’’? 2, In view of the im-
propriety of & consul representing a foreign
Government invading the arena of contro-
versial local politieal and industrial sebjects,
will he cause the statement to be brought
under the notice of the Italian Government?
8, Will he further inquire whether the parti-
cular Consular Agent has been entrusted by
his Government with a mission to advocate
a reduction in wages and a reduced standard
of living for Australian workers?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Premier) replied: 1, Yes. 2 and 3, The
matter is being considered.

QUESTION—STATE CHILDREEN
DEPARTMENT.

Mrs. COWAN asked the Colonial Secretary:
In view of the widespread interest being
taken not only in this State, but in the
Eastern States and in New Zealand, as the
result of inquiries made on behalf of Western
Australia by the member for North Perth, and
the former member for Sonth Fremant]e into
the management of State Children Depart-
ents in those places, will the Governimment cause
to be printed a limited number of copies of the
interim report of the select committee ap-
pointed by this House, and the report of the
Royal Commission subsequently appeointed by
the Government to inquire into the manage-
ment of the State Children Department of
Western Australiaf

The COLONTAL SECRETARY replied:
Yes.

QUESTION—PERTH TRAMWAYS,

Capt. CARTER asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: What was the actual profit or loss in-
curred by the Perth tramway gystem for last
month?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS replied:
The loss was £2,448.
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QUESTION—TRAMWAY PROJECT,
SOUTH PERTH-COMO.

Capt. CARTER: Yesterday I pave notice
of a question regarding the papers dealing
with the proposed South Perth-Comeo tramway
extension. The question appears on the Notice
Paper in a different form from that in which
I submitted it, T wrote ‘‘will the Minister,
ete,’? whereas the printed question reads ‘‘is
it his intention, cte.’’

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member’s ques-
tion was put into proper form. The hon.
member would not be allowed to ask the
question in its original form.

Capt. CARTER asked the Minister for
Railways: Is it his intention to lay upon the
Table of the House all papers dealing with
the proposed Sounth Perth-Como tram exten-
sion?

The MINISTER IFOR RATILWAYS re-
plied: It is not so intended, but if the hon.
member will move that this course be taken,
the will of the House will be carried out,

QUESTIONS (2)—HOSPITAL FOR
THE TNSANE.

Accommodalion for Palients.

Mrs. COWAN asked the Colonial Secretary:
1, Is there any truth in the rumour that the
Government contemplate affording additional
accommodation, or providing new buildings
for the insane, and that the site which
has been favourably reported upon is at
Jandakot? 2, Why has not better use been
made of the' property aequired at Whitby
Falls, where o considerable area of good land
could be made productive? 3, In view of the
reported over-crowding of the institution at
Claremont, wonld it not he possible to (a)
convert the ecarpenter’s shop and the tailor’s
shop, where at present two men are employed,
into wards, and thus provide accommtodation
for about 40 patients, and (b) remove the six
nnrses who are at present in oeeupation of the
isolation ward, to other quarters and thus
make that ward available for about 30
patients? 4, Ts the institution at Claremont
actually overcrowded? 5, Tf not, nve there
any empty beds there, and if so. how many?

The GOLONTAL SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes. 2, Full use is being made of Whitby.
There is no considerable area of good land
there. 3. (a) No; the buildings are nnsuit-
able and they are required for the purpose
for whieh they are now being utilised; (b)
there are 20 nurses sleeping in the isolation
bloek, and no other accommodation is avail-
ible for them. 4. Yes. The institution was
designed for 727; there are now in residence
1,082; ten day-rooms have been turned into

dormitories. 4. Anawered by No, 4,
The Hospital Daivy.
Mrs. COWAN asked the Colonial Seere-

tary: 1, Is it correct that the milk produced
at the Claremont hospital dairy is mostly
sold to outside hospitals, and that the
patients at Claremont are given con-
centrated milk? 2, If this dairy has been
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ron at a less, what was the loss last year,
and what has been the total loss to date?
3, Would it not be more profitable to remove
the dairy to Whitby, increase the herd, and
place it under capable management?

The COLONTAL SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes; between 50 and 60 gallons of milk pro-
duced at the dairy is supplied to Claremont
Hospital for the Insane, and about five gal-
lons of concentrated milk is used. 2, The loss
last year was £623; total loss since ineeption
of the dairy in 1912, £898. 3, No; Whitby
eonld not earry the herd; the dairy is at pre-
sent under eapable management.

QUESTION —PLEURQ-PNEUMONIA.

Mr. A, THOMSON asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, In view of the outbreak of
pleuro in cattle in this State, is the state-
ment correct that a large number of cattle
are booked to come to this State, ex trans-
continental train, from the Eastern States?
2, If so, has the train conveying these cattlo
left South Australia yet? 3, If not, when
are they booked to leave, and what number
are being sent? 4, Upon arrival in this
State, will not the cattle have to walk from
the transcontinental trainm to the slaughter
yard over country hrowsed by dairy cattle?
5, If so, does not this provide means for
spreading the disense? 6, What is the hold-
ing capacity of the yurds at Kalgeorlie? 7,
Are there sufficient feeding and watering
applianees in the yards? 8, Are there buffer
fences? 9, What is the average weekly con-
sumption of cattle at Kalgoorlie?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE re-
plied: 1, Yes; but only twe consignments;
approximately 270 head were in transit, and
these were allowed to eomplete their journey
to Kalgoorlie abattoirs for immediate
slaughter; it is not anticipated any others
will be s2ut, and in the meantime Kalgoorlie
butehers will have time to make arrange-
ments  for  sceuring  supplies  loeally, g,
Answered by No. 1. 3, Answered by No. 1,
4, Precantions are heing taken to prevent
Sonth Australian eattle ecoming in contact
with local cattle. 35, Danger very slight. &,
Ample aecommodation, 7, Yes. 8,  This
question is not clear, but ecattle can be
isolated. 9, 103,

: LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. A, THOMSOXN leave of
absence for two weeks granted to Mr. Harri-
son {Avon) on the greund of ili-health.

BILLS (3), TIRST READING.
1, Land and Tneome Tax,

2, Permanent Reserves. .
Introduced by the Minister for Works
(for the Premier).

3, Official Trustee,
Received from the Couneil.

BTLL—FISHERTES ACT AMENDMENT.
Returned from the Council without amend-
ment.
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BILL—ELECTORAL ACT
AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted fo the
Couneil.

MOTION—WHEAT FOR LOCAJL,
CONSUMPTION.

Hen, P. COLLIER (Boulder) [4.42]: 1
move—

That in the opinion of the House the
Government should immediately reduee the
price of 93, per bushel now being charged
for wheat for loeal eonsumption.

The facts of the case embraced by the mo-
tion are so strongly in the mindg of mem-
bers that there is scarcely any need for
me to do more than present the motion to
the House. I may, however, briefly recall
the principle features conmected with the fix-
ing of the price of wheat for home consump-
tion. It will be remembered that towards
the c¢lose of last year, about November or
December, a meeting of the Australian Wheat
Board was held in Meglbourne, At that meet-
ing it was agreed that the price then obtain-
ing, namely 7s. 8. per bushel, should be ad-
vanced to 9s., covering the whole period of
the present year. Prior to the meeting of
the board it was strongly eontended by the
farmers’ rvepresentatives in this State that
the price of wheat should be based from
time to time on London parity, Tmmediately
prior to the meeting of the board the priece
in London and elsewhere began to show a
decided downward tendency. I have no donbt
that in deciding to fix the price of wheat at
9s. for this year the Australian Wheat Board
were actuated by no other desire than to
seeure to the growers of Australin a prica
for the whole of Iast season's cutput, which
would be in advanve of that whiech would
have obtained had it been based on the Lon-
don parity, Theyx anticipated—events have
proved that they antivipated correetly—that
before we had been many months advanced
in the new year the price of wheat in London
would show a consid rable reduction, and so
the result has worked out. Thronghout the
whole of the year the people in Australin
have been compelled to pay 94, per hushel
for their wheat for local eomsumption, al-
though for many months past Australian
wheat has Dbeen sold in other parts of the
world at an cquivalent of ahout Vs, per
bushel. It is not denied that four or five
months ago a considerable quantity of wheat
was rold to Germany, working out at 7a. per
bushel on the parity, and eredit was given
for a period of six mouths, TIn addition to
that, wheat was sold for milling inte flour in
Australia for export to other countries, par-
ticularly to the islands of the Pacifie, at a
price of, or about 7s. per bushel. We have,
therefore, the apeetacle—which eamnut be
gainsai@—that whilst we are supplying the
world, including the Asiaties and those who
were only quite rvocently the epemies of
the Empire—the Germans thentselves—with
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wheat at the equivalent of 7s. per bushe),
the grower has been getting from our own
people 93. per bushel thronghout. If we
take the price of wheat asg it is published in
the newspapers, we find that according to the
Intest quotation the price in London is 74s.
per quarter. This, at cight bushels to the
quarter, works out at 9s. 314d. per bushel ex
ships’ slings in England. With 70s. per ton
freight and 38 bushels to the ton it works
out at about ls. 11d. per bushel for freight,
and with 1s. 114. bushel for freight and 8d.
for overhead, handling aud other charges, it
brings the price of the equivalent of 9s. 3%4d.
in London down to 8s. 814d. in Western Aus-
tralia.

The Minister for Agriculture:
the siding.

Hon. P. COLLIER: VYes. Tf the wheat-
pgrowers in Western Australia to-day were
getting the London parity for their wheat
they would be receiving 6s. 84 per bushel
instead of 9s. as at present.

The Minister for Agrieulture: Oh, no! The
f.ondon parity is free alongside 'ship. .

Hon. P. COLLIER: We allow 8d. for that,
and that works out at about 7s. 4d. It would
be safe to say that for manv months past
the London parity would have werked out at
somewhere absut 73. per bushel in Western
Australia, It is not too late yet—although
the people of this State have had to pay 9»
per bushel for nine months, an cxtortionate
price, seeing that three months of the year
still remain—to make a reduction at this
stage. ‘There is no argument against the
fact that the pregent price of wheat is too
high., Tt has been admitted during recemt
months in this House by wheat-growers and
representatives of the farmers. The member
for Pingelly (Mr. Hiclonott) openly and
frankiy admitted that the price now charged
for wheat for owr own people was altogether
too high. He made that statement in his
speech on the Address-in-reply. Other mem-
bers have said the same thing. Tt ia admitted
by the Minister for Auriculture that without
the pool, which means without the ormanised
hacking of the people of this country through
the Government, the farmers would not have
heen able to dispose of their wheat at all
and would have been ruined,

The Minister for Agriculture:
thnt admission?

ITon. P. COLLIER: His admission wns
verv much like that. Tt has been uniformlv
admitted that the pool was the salvafion of
the farmers. The member for Pingelly said,
‘T apgree with what has been said in regard
to the price of 93, per bushel for wheat for
local consumption. T believe that only a
fair price should he asked of the ennsumer.'’
In reply to an interjection that hon. mem-
bher further said, ‘'Yes, T admit it is too
much at the present time.”’ The Colonial
Becretary said, ‘‘Unless we have a wheat
poeol many of the farmers will in a short
time be unable to carry on. If it had not
been for the pool the faurmer would have

That is at

Did T make
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been getting a mere pittance for his wheat,”
Evervone admita that without the assistance
of the pool the farmer would hdve been un-
able to carry on. Having regard to these
facts, I think we are justified in demanding
A reduction in the present price of wheat
for people within the State. The only
semblance of argument against making a
reduction that I have heard counsists of the
statement that the wheatgrowers of the
local wheat beard, or the Government of the
<country; have made a contract with the
Australinn Wheat Board and have agreed to
pay Ys. per bushel for the whole of this year,
and that it is not possible for the contract
%o be broken, That is the contention which
haa been raised. There is nothing at all in
it and it will not stand for one moment. No
. binding contract and no obligation of any
kind rests upon the (Government to pay 9s.
per bushel for this wheat. The Australian
Wheat Board last year fixed the price at 9s.
Mr, Baxter was the representative of this
State on the wheat board. He was immedi-
ately advised by telegram by the Premier
that he shounld not agree to the proposed
terms until after he had returned to the
BState, and the Government had had an
opportunity of considering the matter.
Nothing was done by Mr. Baxter in the
matter until after his return, and Cabinet
then considered the question and agreed to
fix the price at 9s3. It is obviously epen to
the Government to make a reduction at any
time. There has been no binding contract.
I shall be glad if the Minister can show me
where there has been any binding contraect,
or that there is any moral obligation npon
the Government to eontinue the present
price of 9s, until the end of the year. The
price to be charged for wheat for consump-
tion within this State is entirely and wholly
a matter for decision from time to time by
the Government of this State. They are
perfectly free to reduce the price at any
time. That being so, they might well at
this stage, seeing that farmers have had
the benefit of this exceptionally high price
—having regard to the price obtaining in
other parts of the world—for the remainder
of the year, reduce their price to something
like the London parity of 7s. per bushel. 1
consider everyone would be content, the
consumers and all would be satisfied, to pay
that price for the remainder of the year, I
have n6 desire to labour the guestion be-
cauge I feel that every member of the House
js fully seized of the position. It has been
under much discussion both on the Address-
jn-reply and on the second reading debate
of the Wheat Marketing Bill. I will, there-
fore, content myself by moving the motion
standing in my name, hoping that it will be
earried without opposition.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
(Hon. H. K. Maley—Greenough) [4.55]: 1
move— .

That the debate be adjourned.
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Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes ., . .. 22
Noes .. . .. 15
Majority for .. 7
AYES,
Mr. Angeit Mr. Pickering
Mr. Boyland Mr. Piesse
Mr, Broun Mr. Richardeon
Mrs. Cowan Mr, Sampscn
Mr, Denton Mr. Scaddan
Mr. George Mr. J. M. Smlth
Mr. Hickmott Mr, Stubbs
Mr, Johnston Mr. A. Thomson
Mr, H. K. Maley Mr. J. Thomson
Mr. Mann Mr, Underwood
Mr. Money Mr. Mullany
(Teller.}
NoEBs,
Mr. Angwin Mr. McCallum
Mr. Carter Mr., Munsie
Mr. Chesson Mr. Troy
Mr. Colller Mr. Walker
. Mr. Corboy Mr. Willcock
Mr. Gibson Mr. Wilson
Mr, Lambert Mr. O'Loghlen
. Mr. Marshall (Teller)

Motion thus passed.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

MOTION—GRATUITY BONDS,
DISPOSALS.

To inquire by Select Committee.

Mr. WILBON (Collie) [5.3): 1 move—
That a select committee be appointed to
investigate the methods adopted by finan-
eial agents and others regarding profiteer-
ing in the buying of war gratuity boods
from returned soldiers ur the A.LF, and
the infringement of the Usury Act in re-
lation to same; algo in respect to ¢ertaim
land agents cashing war gratuity bonds in
exchange for the purehase of blocks of
land at fictitiously high values, and by
such means indecently and flagrantly ex-
ploiting the returned solidiers; (2) That in
order to permit the committee to exercise
its discretion in admitting the Press to its
meetings, the Standing Orders having
reference to the publication of the pro-
ceedings and deliberations of a gelect
committee shounld, for the purpose of this
speecial case only, be suspended during the
time the Committee is sitting,
Io submitting this motion I have no desire
to injure anybody, mor am I actuated by
malice towards anyone. I am only obsessed
with the idea of doing the digger some good
and seeing that he gets a fair deal in his
monetary transactions. A few days ago this
interesting statement appeared in thae
‘“West Australian’’ under the headings
‘fGratuity Bonds,’’ ‘‘Land Sale Scandala”:
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Ignorance of the war gratuity bond
seandal in eonnection with land sales in
this State was professed by the Minister
for Defence {Senator Pearce) when seen
by a ‘¢West Australian’’ representative
yesterday shortly after his arrival. “If
I am placed in possession of the facts,’”
said the Minister, ‘“then I will bring the
matter before the Treasurer. Se far, how-
ever, ne representations have been made
to me, and the matter does not come under
me as Minister, because it is not under
my department,

Senator Pearce in this statement declares
his ignorance of what has been going on.
He appears to be the only one who is
ignorant in this respect.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: And it is not the
only thing he is ignorant about.

Mr. WILSON: I koow of many such cases.
The Eastern papers have been teeniing with
reports of these scandals, and the Mimster
for Defence has the andacity to eome along
and say that he is ignorant of what has
happened. To me it seems to be a case of
f\Where ignorance is bliss, ’tis folly to
be wise.’’ In introducing this subject to the
House I make no apology because the time has
long passed when others should have brought
it forward, and T refer particularly to Federal
members. The representatives in the Federal
Parliament have had every opportunity to ven-
tilate this matter with the object of doing
some good for the men who bled for their
country. But what did they do? They let the
matter go by the board. T may mention that
the Returned Soldiers’ League has been endea-
vouring for some fime past to get this matter
brought prominently under notiece, but there
seems to have been some underground en-
gineering which has had the cffect of bringing
the question to a standstill, and we are faced
with the position that practically nothing has
been done for the returned soldiers. Tt there-
fore devolves upon this House to bring to book
some of those people who have been trafficking
in the gratuity honds of returned soldiers. I
was amused a few days ago on reading the
leading article in the ‘‘West Aunstralian’’
where it stated the voice of the community
Was—

“*We will do for our soldiers who have
done so magnificently for ws.'' And that
some persons had read the sentiment to
mean ‘‘we will do our soldiers, '’

That really is the rase. Some people are
bleeding the men who bled for them, They are
blceding them dry, and vnfortunately at the
present time, some of the soldiers who hled
for the country are in front of this building,
as an unemployed deputation demanding work.
Hon., members will know that the gratuoity
homls were issmed in Max of last year, and
that they were issued under certain conditions.
The bonds were issued to those who saw
service abread, and in some inatances it was
decided that the payment would be made in
cash., Max I say that an error was made by
the Federal Government who agreed to pay
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cash only to those men who got married after
the Armistice, forgetting entirely the men whe
were married during the period of the war.
Some of these had one or two children when
they came back, and they were the ones who
were left ont. In my opinion, the man who
was married a year before the war ended, was
in worse circumstances than the man who
married after the declaration of peace.
Again, we have the State and Federal Govern-
ments making provision to enable the eivil
servants and railway emplayees to cash their
bonds. We have the spectacle of the State
civil servants getting their bonds cashed and
the logcomotive engine drivers doing the same
thing. In my opinion, the person who might
have stood back for the time being was the
civil servant returned soldier who was in a
secure position. Bill Bowyangs had to do the
best he could to pet his cash, and in many °
instances he was only able to negotiate the
bond at considerable loss to himself, Both
the Federal and the State Governments set a
very bad example when they gave the returned
soldiers who were civil servants the right to
cash their bonds and left the other soldiers to
the mercy of fate. In the *‘Australian'”
newspaper of the G6th August, 1920, this
appears—

Recently the Federal Exeecuntive of the
R.STL. communicated with the Federal
Prime Minister in reference to members of
the Army Pay Corps having their gratuity
honds eashed. The following letter, re-
ceived from the Prime Minister, has heen
forwarded by the Federal Secretary (Mr.
Henderson) to the State Seeretary (Mr,
Knowles) :—* “With reference to your letter
of June 10th, T am directed fo inform you
that instructions were isseed to departments
on July 19th providing for the eashing of
war gratuity bonds of Commonwealth em-
ployees, hoth permanent and temporary.
The temporary emplovee is to have six
months service to qualify. Men serving in
the pay vorps, whether attested or as clerks,
will be regarded as employees for these
porposes.

In the ““Daily News’' of October 12th, 1920,
appears the following:— ‘

‘‘Caghing the Gratnity.”’
vants Benefiting.’’ ¢'Sinking Fund to be
Used.’’ Tt is the intention of the Govern-
ment to cash the war gratuity bonds of
returned men in the Clivil Service. The
announcement was made by the Premier
(Mr. Mitehell) to-day to a deputation of
returned men that waited opom him. ¢°T
hope to be able to cash the gratuity bonds of
the returned men in the Public Service,’”
said Mr, Alitehell. ‘“The Government has
practically finalised the arrangements with
the trustees of thé State sinking fund in
London to nse the money, which is about
£300,000 a year, for the purpose of cashing
the bonds. So soon as the details are final-
ised the Government will commence taking
up the bonds. It will not be possible, how-
ever, to cash all the honds at once.’’ In
answer to a question, Mr. Mitchell said he
could not eash the bonls of all the holders

““Civil ser-
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in Western Australia. To do so woukl
meait advaneing over £2,000,000,

Thus, hon. members will see that my argu-
ment is eonfirmed. I have a word of praise
for the War Gratuity Board which was created
by the appointment of Colonel Collett and
others. Exvellent work has been done by that
board. In every case where it was possible to
advance money to people who needed it, the
board gave it, and cven after turning down
an applicant, they sometimes went inte the
case again and, having found that they were
wrong, granted the money. T have in my
possession two bonds, one an original, and one
a transferred hond. The transferred bond was
given in eircumstances, the particulars of
which are set out on the back of the bond. To
ret & bond cashed, it is necessary to go before
a deputy paymaster and declare on cath that
the applicant is receiving the full value of the
bond. Some time back I was in the fortnnate
position of being able to cash one bond, the
bend of a wman who married in T.ondon. His
name was J. MeKay. I pald this man to the
last farthing in principal and interest. 1
handed in the reeeipt to the Federal officer at
the Treasury and three or four months after-
wards the bond was transferred to me. This
shows that business of this description can be
done in a proper mamner. It is also possible
to indulge in some collusion, and collusion has
been the bane of the whole affair. When a
diggev is hard up he will not mind entering
into collusion to get the best results for his
wife and family. I have McKay's bond here.
Its value was £109 17s. 6d. and McKay got
£111 and some odd shillings for it. ‘There are
many men ontside this House who have cashed
Dbonds generously. I am pleased to say that
there are some members in this House who
have cashed bonds. There are also members in
another place who have similarly gone to the
nssistance of distressed soldiers. But there
are those ountside Parliament who have cashed
bonds, and taken an unfair advantage
of the soldiers, and they are the people
I am going to deal with, I want to
disabuse the wminds of hon. members,
Some people think that the Jland agents
are the only people who have fleeced
the digger; there are other people. There are
the tailors, furniture sellers, and all soris
of traders who have battened on the diggers
and fleeced them of their money. Tt is un-
fair to state that the land agent is the only
man who is concerned in this fleecing pro-
cess. The land agent is brought into it be-
canse onc can trace transactions in land much
quicker than is poasible in other cases. 1
hope to show members something of what
has been going on before I finish my remarks.
Some people say that I should wot divulge
the names of the people I wish to expose. 1
am going te divulge some and I will divulge
ju~t as many and as much as I want to0. 1
will not say here what I am afraid to say
on the public platform to-morrow, The
“wingies”' and the ‘‘stumpies’’ had a social
Iast year, when the Governmment gave passes
over the railways to blind soldiers,

At that
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social T addressed the men and 1 warned them
of what was going on. General Sir Talbot
Hobbs was present, and I thought a man of
his high position and distinetion might per-
haps have taken the watter up. So far noth-
ing has been done and it remainy for me to
see this matter throngh. I will give the Hous:
some idea of what has oceurred. 1 have here
a statewment given me by a late secretary of
the R.S. L, It is in his owa handwriting and
iz to the following effeet: —

Judge, Smith & Co., land agents, of
William Street, Perth, are cashing war
gratuity bonds, discounting them at the
rate of 8 per cent. per annum. This means
to say that a man with a bond of £100 face
value receives £72 for a bond, On redemp-
tion of the bond in 314 years time the then
holder of the bond receives for face value
£100, and four years interest at 514 per
cent., equalling £21 or a total of £121.

It will thua be scen that in this case the in-
dividual lending £72 gets £49 for his money
in about four years' fime, That is approach-
ing clogely upon vsury, yet the man con-
cerned is one of those who has talked
patriotism. He is willing to fleece the very
men who bled for him.

My, Troy: He was one of the win-the-war
party.

Mr, WILSON: That is so. Here ig an-
other case, thot of one Wright, who holds
a prominent position in Western Australia.
He is a dentist and the owmner of not one
block, but hundreds of blocks. T will quote
some of the many blocks he hasg sold. One
of the estates is at Jandakot or Queen’s
Park, T am not sore which. He sold over 70
lots. He was willing to sell lot 383 to the
public for £20. He could not =ell it at that
figure, but he charged the soldier £10 for
it. The valuator valned it subsequently amld
placed the high value of £12 on the block.
Yet the digger had to pay £40 for it. Lot 348
was offered to the public at €15, yet the dig-
ger was charged £30 for it and the value
placed upon it by the Federal valuator was
£9. There were two other blocks which
were sold together —blocks 366 and 353,
They were available to the public at £27 10s,
But the dipger was charged £30 for them.
Those blocks were valued at £18,

Hon. P. Collier: In each ease he only put
on 100 per cent.

Mr. WILSON: Yes; in some cases he hag
admitted that he has done wrong, becaunse
he aceepted the value placed upon the blocks
by the valuator.

Mr. Angelo: Did he take the gratuity bond
as part payment?

Mr. WILSON: Yes, and I will show hon.
nmembers what the position is later on. Some
land at Maylands was sold at £40 and it was
avhzequently valued at £10. Tn some cases
the owner accepted £10 after first taking
€40 from the digger. So muech Ffor Mr.
Wright. Here is anothsr case: A man named
Chesters, one time mayor of Subiace. By
virtue of his position as mayor, he would be
a justice of the peace.
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Hon. W, C. Angwin:

Mr. O'Loghlen:
anvhow.

Mr, WILSOXN: He was ex-officio a justice
of the peace, and when he condueted the land
husiness I will speak of he knew what he was
doing. T will deal with some of the blocks sold
by this man in connection with the Belmont
estate. Lot 4 was sold to the digger for
£43; lot 20 was sold for £43, lot 24 was sold
to the digger for £33, lot 25 was seld for
£30; lot 26 was sold for £40; lot 27 was seld
for £45 and lot 48 was sold for £30. The
valuator valued these blocks at £15 all round.

Hon. P. Collier: Where were these blocks?

Mr, WILSON: At Belmont. Scores of
these blocks were sold at prices ranging from
£35 downwards and the value placed upon
them is onlv £13 per block, This man sold
geores of blocks at Bayswater. Lot 44 was
sold for £40, while lot 97 was sold for £40
too. The valuator wounld not place a higler
figure upon them than £7. Chesters bought
these blocks himself for £2 10s.; the valuator
valued them at £7 and Chesters charged £40
for them, We have heard rumours about an
individual selling oue block five times over,
This man (Chesters) is credited with having
sold a block five times. Tt was a eertain
bleek—lot 30 on the plan under M.I. This
block of land is a sand pateh somewhere be-
tween West Guildford ani the ocean, It com-
prises 1,250 acres and the man who surveved
this land cannot find the pegs now. They
are covered with sand. Even when an appli-
cant bought the bleck he could not find it.
Lot 30, comprising about 10 acres of sand,
he would sell to o soldier at a big deposit
down, and then the digger would forfeit his
leposit. Then he would sell it azain as 30a
or 30b or 30e, and so on, with the only
difference that a half-acre or a quarter-acre
was cut off for some reason or another. This
block is reputed to have been sold five times
to varions diggers after being bought by this
man Chesters.

Hon. P, Collier: That is to say, each man
paid a devosit and had to forfeit.

Mr, WILSON: Yes.

Mr. Lambert: And he is a JP,?

Mr., WILSBON: At least he was a J.P. 1
wonld like tn mention to hon, members that
a man of repute and standing in the 014
Country is said to have made o gool many
hundreds of thousands in dealing with ‘dig-
gers ' gpratuity bonds.  An agreement hetween
that individual and the digger would he
miule, whereby the digger was compelled to
pay £30 from the value of his bond as a
depnsit for the block and to comvlete pay-
ment within ene month’y time, The dipeer
of eovrse could not pay up and had to for-
feit hix £50.

Mr. Pickering: The individual got the
£30 deposit from the digger.

Mr., WILRON: That is so. When the
agreement was made by this man with the
digirer, he must have known what the result
wouall he, People know what a digger is
like when he is hard up, He may have £50

Only ex-officio.
He stood for Parliament,
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or more at the time le exchanges hiy bond
of £100 for £50 cash and a deposit on land,
but when the month is up the digger las no
more chance of eompleting the deal and
paying the extra £30 than I have at the
present time,

The Minister for Mines:
pretty slender then,

Mr. WILSON: In regard to the Killarney
vstate, some of these blocks were sold for
£30 and afterwards valued at less than £7.
In fact some of the blocks at the present
time are absolutely useless and would uot
pay -for the teanafer. There was a case which
happened in my own district. This is just
tn show that while the boys were away, some
nnserupulous men were quite prepinred to
take advantage of them. Two lads eulisted
from Collie. They were brothers named
Hansen. Before one—Willie—went, he lent
X280 to a prominent man on some blocks of
land in the surrounding district. He went
to the war and forgot te get the proper
exehange and transfer. While at the front
he was killed. Later the other bri her was
killed and the old mother was left ulone and
dtimately died of a broken heart. One wonkd
have thought that in such cireumstances the
man to whom the money had been lent woniid
go out of his way to offer assistan-e. {n
the contrary he took exception to the omis-
sion by one of the brothers and endeavoured
to make capital to the 1'edera! authorities
that these people were of Germ: : extraetion
and that the name Ifansen was a German
name,

Mr. O'Loghleun:
did he not?

Mr. WILSON: Yes, that is so. At any
rate they were Anstralian colonists, bred and
born.

The Minister for Mines: Tf they were
good cnough to go away and fight, it did
not matter where they eame from,

Mr. WILSON: That is so. When [ came
hack 1 found out what had happened. Four
or five lawvers had been looking after the
business, hut ne finality had been arrived at.
The orphan sister came to my house and told
me all the sad business. [ thought it was
rother hard to ask me to - -take the matter
over at that stage, but after a fight T got
the matter fixedd up, However, this individual
would mnot remedy the position regarding
some of the lanrl and put too high a value on
it. That shows how this so-called man treated
these perople.

Mr. MaeCallom Bmith:
dividual’s name!

Afr, WILSON: He was a lawyer in Collie,
a man named Ogden.

The Minister for AMines:
Neshit of Collie.

Mr. WILSON: T asked that a valuator
should he appointed and accordingly the land
was valuwdl,  The valuation placved upon it
wag half that which this individual said it
was worth. We got an agreement drawn up
amil he is now paying up. It will take four
or five years, but he is heing foreed to pay.

His chane is

He esine from Deumark,

What was this in-

He is the Paris
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That just shows to what extent some people
will go in endeavouring to get money from
the relatives of the dead and from maimed
soldiers. J will give another instance which
wiil be the last, though not the least. I donot
intend to place too muech before members, but
what I have said is in support of my statement
that it was mot only land agents who are
veneerned in this business, When membera
have heard all I have to say they will agree
that 2 case has been made out for eclearing
up this aftermath of the war. I believe there
are a lot more things to be cleared up, arising
ont of the war. [ say this advisedly, that as
# result of many of the activities during the
war, money was collected from various sources
to help win the war and help relatives of
soldiers. But in many cases at least some
of the money so volleeted was never sent for-
ward for the purposes for which it was given
by the people. 1 want to tell hon. members
a story. I was in Blackboy and the Rev.
Mr. Riley, son of Archbishop Riley, was in
camp there too. He sent for me and asked
it I wonld be one of a party to secure leave
and help him to get some momney for the

tiench  eomforts fund. I got leave and
we were suecessful in  raising something
like £200. TLater on when we got

to the front I was smacking my lips in
anticipation of some of the comforts which
would ecome to the tunnellers from that
fund. But the tunnellers in the ecompany
I was in got no comforts that Christmas,
When ¥ came back T found that the £200
colleeted had been forgotten, and had not
been forwarded. If that happened in omne
town, might not it have happened in
another? How is it that many of these
orgapisations which had not twopence to
bless themselves with at the beginning of
the war might now have a few thousand
pounds? Is there any reason why some of
thiese institutions should have palatial
buildings while the people for whom the
money was collected are in some cases on
the verge of starvation? The sooner the
Government or some other recognised body
takes notice of these faets and makes a
clean sweep of the whole business, the
better it will be. Efforts should be made
to see that the money is devoted to the
purposes for which it was intended, and
even if we were instrumental in having 1t
vsed to assist some of the people who are
in appalling eircumstances, we would be
doing some good. I have before me a
deelaration which was handed to me by the
member for Moore (Colonel Denton), who
T know has seen more service than most
men. He went away with the famous 11th
battalion and came back at the latter end
of the war. I have the original document
which reads:

22 Trwin Street, Perth, 14th April,
1921. T, Frank McParian, No. 4316, Pri-
vate, 48th Battalion, hereby declare that
in September 1920 I approached a Mr.
Stiring (Tndge. Smith & Co.), represent-
ing the Mia Mia Pastoral Co., with re-
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gard to the cashing of my war gratuity
bond of face value £36 3s. 10d. He offered
te arrange for the transfer of the bond
to the Mia Mia Pastoral Coy., in exchanye
for a block of land situated at West
Guildford and valued by them at £42
spproximately, and the balance in eash.
On the 27th September, I handed the
bond to Abboit and Abbott, selicitors for
the company, and received in exchange
cheque value £31 odd. The title deeds
to the property I received about a month
Jater. Since that date I felt dissatisfied
about the matter. I therefore asked Mr.
Pickering, of the State Treasury, to have
the block valued by the local land agent
and valvators at Guildford, and the valua-
tion given for block was£7. I eonsider that
this has mot been a clean deal as T re-
ceived for a bond which with acerued
interest was vailued at £88 13s. 34, a
cheque for £31 and land to the valve of
£7, this making a total loss to me of
approximately £50. BSigned, Frank Me-
Parlan, Deeclared before me, April 15th,
1921, at Perth; signed, J. G. Cooper, J.P,

This is evidence to which we cannot shut
our eves. Whether we appeint a select
committee or a Royal Commission, it is
certainly up to the House to do something.
If reatitution only is made, I do not care
what becomes of the people comcerned. I
de not eare if the peopls who flecced thesze
men leave the conntry, If they did so, it
wonld be a ease of leaving the country
for their country’s goed. I shall never be
satisfied until the whole of these transac-
tions are investigated, and the sooner we
get a committee to make the inquiry, the
better. Some people have suggested a
Royal Commission. T have a certain amount
of respect for a Royal Commission. On the
other hand if we can get a body of men
from this Chamber to investigate the ecir-
enmstanees withont any expense, a body
with power to subpwena wiinesses aand take
evideree on oath, we shall be doing some
good. TIf the committee then come to the
House and ask to be converted into a Royal
Commission, the matter can be sifted
thoronghly. If any recommendation is
made by the select committee I hope that
this House will take heed of it and see that
it is forwarded to the, autheritics of the
Defence Department. I hope this motion
will be carried and that after the inquiry
has been held, we shall have no further
oceasion to bring matters of this kind be-
fore the House.

Col. DENTON (Moore) [5.37]: I regret
exeeedingly that my maiden effort in this
Honse should be in defence of the
men who fought for us. When I came
to this House, I thought it would be my
duty to assist to legislate for the country.
I did not for a moment think that the men
whe had been out yonder wonld re-
quire any help of this deseription. When we
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went away we went ont to do a job,
and when we returned we thought we would
be back amongst friends, not enemies.
When we realise the manner in which the
returned soldier has been exploited, how-
ever, then it is time that someone stood up
and spoke for them. Quite a lot was said
when we went away and people waved
flags and beat drums. A lot of the men
who went away did not come back and
many of those who did come baek have
been vietimised by pirates. The member
for Collie has given us examples of this
victimisation such as are caleulated to make
eold the blood of any man who soldiered
with thosa who made themselves the surety
of the counntry and the Empire’s safety.
When the soldiers ecawe home they expected
to be among friends, and what kind of
friends have these people proved to be
The answer is found in the instance men-
tioned by the member for Collie. A man
with a gratuity bond of £88 17s, 6d. re-
eeived £31 for it. Is that fair and just on
the part of the man for whom this digger
fought? I do not think it is,

Mr. Underwood: Is that the case of all
of them?

Col, DENTOXN: No, this is one cage, and
it i8 a conerete case.

Mr. Corboy: One case would justify the
holding of an inquiry.

Col. DENTON: Absolutely. This is not
the only case which can be proved. There
are others which will be produced at the
right time. This is one case which ealls
for inguiry. When we find this sort of busi-
ness going on, all I can say is that it is not
what we went away to fight for. We weut
away to preserve the integrity of our country
and bring back the honounrs of victory if
possible, Our men have done so, and
snoula they be vietimiged in this way ¢
So long as I have breath in my body
I will atand up for wmy comrades.
Tt is absolutely appalling that one shounld
have to come liere to Becure vedress for men
who fought for the coontry. We do not want
charity. All we ask is justice, So long as 1
van speak [ shall stand up for the men who
fought for us. T had the honour of leading
many of these men; T know them, and T am
satisfied that they deserve the best that the
country ean give them. Without doubt they
were our best insuranee against danger dur-
ing a long and trying eampaign, and so long
as life lasts T shall stick up for them and see
that they get the fair deal they deserve. We
are asking only for a fair deal.

Mr. Underwood: The returned soldier
wants what he asks for. :

Col. DENTON: He does not want any-
thing which is not just,

Capt. Carter: He wants what is due to
him,

Mr. Underwood: He wants what he asks
for.

Col. DENTON: That is justice, No doubt
members of this Hounse had friends near and

"dear to them who were killed or ineapacitated
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in the war. T wish to throw back at them
the question—‘‘ Are thev going tn stand this
sort of thing!'' T thkink not. If they are,
then the prineiple fer which we went away
tn fight will be lost. We wont to fight fairly
and syuarely and bring back the honours of
vietory, and sinve our men have necomplishel
that ohject, surely it js the duty of this
House to order a searching and impartial
inquiry to ascertain the extent of the injus-
tive done to our men,

My, CORBOY (Yilgarn) [45.43]: [ also
desire to support the motion. The faet that
one man, namely, the mover, has been able to
colleet so many instances of wnfair degling
with the gratuity bhonds of soldiers, iz suffi-
cient warrant for aun impartial inquiry intn
the whole of the dealings. The land agents
are not the only people who have seized the
opportunity to take advantage of men whe
were either too carcless or too hard up to
gtand out for fair terms in respect of
their honds. T refer, of course, to soldiers
who encountered difficulty in getting the
C‘ommonwenlth to cash the bonds, Just in
passing let me remind hon. members that in
eannection with a certain Bill we have had
hefore us this scssion all members of this
Honse were ceirenlariset hy a eertain as-
sociation, because of interjections from the
member for Pilbara {Mr. Underwood) and
myself. Let me further remind hon, mem-
bers that the principal in one of the most
glaring cases quoted by the member fog
Collie, T refer to Chesters, of Subiaco, the
land agent who sold one block of land five
times, is, according to the association’s puh-
lished statement, a member of the association.
This cireumatance in itself largely bears out
what the member for Pilbara bhas said, Tt
should not he neccessary to labour the ques-
tion. The fact that returned soldiers are al-
leged to have been dealt with  unfairly,
should be sufficient in suech o Chamber as this
to cause the appointment of an impartial
committee of inquiry whieh will ¢lear up
the whole matter,

Capt. CARTER (Leederville) [5.471:
While not desirous of speaking at length, 1
o wish to support with all earnestness the
mation of the memher for Collie, There are
ohe or two main reasons why the select com-
mittee should funetion at an early date. In
the first place, it is necessary that wrongs
whieh undonbtedly have oceurred should be
righted. The soldier should, if possible, he
recouped any Joss he has sustained. Tn the
ordinary course of my business T have come
across men reduced to such a condition of
impecuninsity, largely by reason of family
regpongibilities, that they were not in & posi-
tion to make a bargain with anvbedy in the
transferenree of their gratuity bonds. I give
it to the House as a fact that men have come
te my office with bonds apnreximating in
value to £80 or £100, and have said, ¢‘Give
me £50, give me £40, give me £30, give me
anything, give me soma cash, so that 1 may
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have a chance to carry on.’’ Obviously, snch
men were not in a position to bargain, or to
protect themselves; they fell an easy prey
to the pirates in the city. On another aspect
let me say that it is within my knowledge
that this class of piracy was not confined to
land agents. Like the member for Collie, 1
could mention pastoral companies, drapers,
and so forth, who engaged in the traffie, The
member for Collie has referred, in this conm-
nection, to various professional classes.

Mr, Simons: Let us have the names; we
want to know them zll.

Capt. CARTER: I am not in a position to
reel off all the names. Sufficient instances
have already been quoted to convinge the
House that inquiry is necessary. If hon.
members want the names, T am prepared to
give some names to the select committee. The
position js that a conmsiderable number of
people in this city have done a little traffick-
ing in gratuity bonds. Some very glaring
cagses have come to my knowledge. Seeing
that the matter has been so widely discussed,
and that the evil has been so widespread, it
is necessary, for the sake of the business
men who are straight and above board,
who have a few honest seruples, and who
have given the digger a fair deal, that there
gshould be an inquiry immediately so as to
clear their names, as well as to reeoup the
digger and repair the wrong done him. With
the member for Yilgarn (Mr, Corboy}, I say
that if there is only one case of the kind
brought forward, if there is only digger to
be righted, the appointment of a select eom-
mittee is jostified. I agree with the mover
that the inquiry need not be an expensive
business, and that the select committee should
he composed of men whose interest is ‘‘the
greatest good of the greatest number,’’ who
have no partial interest, whose efforts will be
directed towards attaining absolute imparti-
ality. As regards one remark of that hon.
member, however, let me say if is unfair that
the association which has been referred to
should be involved in these charges, for, as
I said when speaking on a certain measure
the other evening, the association in question
have machinery which they can put in
motion. At present, however, the association
are in the same position as the House is in, as
the man in the street finds himself in; they
have only generalities and rumours to go on.
Concrete facts are wanted, and the select
committee will be able to give us those facts.
Then the association will be able to move;
and the association, T say, will deal with any
delinquent members very quickly and very
effectively. I hope the Iouse will carry the
motion without hesitation.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Boulder) [5.53]:
There is mo need, I am sure, to urge the
earrying of this motion. But whilst the ap-
pointment of a select committee will serve
a very good purpose in eliciting the facts as
to the trafficking in gratnity bonds, and in
exposing, as the committee should expose, to
the public gaze the men who have been guilty
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of such aetiona as are complained of, the re-
sult cannot be to achieve all that is due to
tbe men who have been victimised.

Mr. MacCallom Smith: One result will
probably be to prevent such land agents
from geiting licenses,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. I was about to
pay that I consider it the bounden duty of
the Commonwealth Government to _appoint a
Royal Commission to inquire into the matter.

Membera: Hear, hear!

Hon. P. COLLIER: It is essentially and
primarily a Federal matter.
Hon. T. Walker: Yes;

point.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am astonished that
the guestion has been allowed to rest so long.
We have an organisation of returned soldiera,
Of course I do not know what action the
agsociation have taken, but I am surprised
that they have not been able to bring suffi-
cient pressure to bear upon the Federal Gov-
ernment to secure an investigation ere this.
The matter has been going on for a long
time; it has been common knowledge for
months; the dogs in the streets have been
barking it for almost a year; and yet no-
thing has been done. Even now we want the
Federal Government to appoint a Royal Com-
mission to inquire into the matter, for, if it
is found that the facts are as stated, that
men have been acting in such an unscrupul-
ous fashion as to deprive the returned soldier
of hig rights under the gratuity bonds, then
the Federal Government should take steps to
repay to those soldiers that of which they
have heen robbed.

The Minister for Mines: The Federal Gor-
ernment have that power now,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. If the soldiers
have parted with their bonds under stress of
eircumstances, then—I care not whether the
men who have bought them hold hundreds or
thousands of pounds’ worth of the bonds—
the Commouwealth Government ought to re-
pudiate any obligation to the men who have
ohtained those sccurities by such means.

Mr, Willeoek: That power is expressly re-
served, :

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am glad it is so.
Even if it were not so, in my opinion the
Commonwealth Government wounld be justi-
fied in taking the necessary power by legisla-
tion. The select committee ean ascertain the
facts, but there the matter will end so far
ag they are concerned. If there is to be any
redress given to the men who have heen vie-
timiged, the Federal authorities must take
action afterwards.

The Minigter for Mines: The select com-
mittee might establish the case on so firm a
basis that the Federal Government would not
be able to refuse to take action.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is the position.
But, even though we can appoint a select
committee, why not have the Federal Govern-
ment carry on the whole investigation, start-
ing from the beginning? However, we woul-
not be justified in delaying investigation
until such time as we can ascertain whether

that is the whole
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the Federal Government are willing to take
the matter up; therefore we ought fo carry
the motion.

" The Minister. for Mines: If we earry the
motion, we must appoint a select committee.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is so. I think
we should appoint a select committee, Bnt
now that we have in Perth the Miniater for
Defence, who was intimately connected
with all riatters pertaining to the soldiers,
let this businesa be laid hefore him. I was
astonished to hear that the Minister for De-
fence declared he had never heard of the
affair. It may be, of course, that there
hag been some neglect on the part of some-
body in this State in not bringing the
sbusiness under the notiee of the Minister for
Defence. I can quite understand that a Min-
ister residing in Melbourne is not in touch
with all that goes on in Western Australia,
Still, it is to me a matter of astonishment that
somebody did not bring the business to the
Miniater’s attention. I am rather surprised,
also, that the Returned Soldiers’ League
have, apparently, not mentioned the matter
by way of correspondence to the Minister.
Anyhow, the Minister is now in this State,
and before he leaves it he will become
acquainted with all that bas ocenrred in
connection with the gratuity bonds. It
seems to me that the Minister should con-
sider it to be his duty to have the gquestion
probed to the bottom at once. I want to
see those soldiers who have been robbed get
their money back. I do not want to see
certain people retain their ill-gotten gains.
Morcover, there is a possibility of some
of those who are most deeply involved in
the traflic, who, if rumours speak true, have
not got bundreds merely, but thonsands, of
pounds out of those transactions, skipping
out of the State and so getting beyond the
reach of any investigation by a select com-
mittee or a Royal Commission.

AMr. Richardson: Some have gone already.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt would be a great
pity if they escaped the contumely which
the public ought to heap upon them,

Mr. Mann: Caonot their transactions be
investigated in their absence?

Hon. P, COLLIER: Yes; but, still, we
shall not bave the benefit of getting those
persons cross-examined. I have no doubt
whatever that when the full list of names
is made public, it will be found to contain
the names of some of those men who were
foremost, as the member for Moore (Col.
Denton) has remarked, on the recruiting
platform, and in cheering our soldiers away,
and in expressing a fixed determination to
die for the welfare of the soldiers when the
soldiers returned. I can picture the class.
I know some of them, men always foremost
in anything pertaining to loyalty ot patriot-
ism. They generally wrap the Union Jack
right around them, put their heads back
and their chests ont, and proclaim them-
selves more loyal thar the King.

Mr, Underwood: It is a good flag to have
around one.
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Hov. P. COLLIER: Nobedy is saving
anything about the flag. The only objec-
tion I bhave t»o it is that it is frequently
prostituted to base purposes. It should be
too sacred an emblem to be trotted out on
every possible oceasion to bolater up a little
cheap notoriety and advertise men who
would rob soldiers, as in this case. T hope
the matter will be purswed by the Federal
authorities. I do not know whether it is
within the province of the House to even
carry a motion requesting the Federal Gov-
ernment to appoint a Roval Commission.

The Minister for Mines: We can do that
when the eommittee makes its report.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Of course, the com-
mittee will be able to make any retom-
mendation it thinks fit. In the meantime,
weeks, perhaps months, will elapse, and
some of those concerned will make tbem-
selves scarce.

The Minister for Mines: The R.S.A. ought
to see the Prime Minister when he goes
through to-morrow,

Hon, P. COLLIER: I am surprised that
nothing of the sort has been done. There
are returned soldiers in the House. I do
not know whether they are associated with
the R.S.A. Burely it is an opportune time
for the R.S.A, to bring their influence to
bear on the Prime Minister and induee him
to see to it that the soldiers are not made
vietims by these unserupulous land sharks
who have been trafficking in the bonds.

Mr. ANGELO ({Gasroyne) [6.2]: The
motion has been moved and seconded and
supported by returned soldiers. It was not
until the Leader of the Opposition spoke
that any member who was not able to go to
the war addressed himself to the motion. T
can assure returned soldier members, and
returned soldiers outside, that they have
every member of the House with them in
their desire to see that returned soldiers
generally are not badly treated. TFortun-
ately, a majority of the people of the State
treat the returned soldiers well, but there
is & small minority to whom this does not
apply, as was evidenced by the speech of
the mover of the motion, We, who through
disability were not able te go to the war,
owe an undying debt of gratitude to those
who went and fought for us, and 1 shall
do my utmost to see that justice is done to
those soldiers who have been treated in the
way recounted by the member for Cullie
{Mr. Wilson).

Mr. UNDERWOOQD (Pilbara) [6.4]: I
will support theé motion, but T agree with the
Leader of the Opposition that a State Honse
has not much power in dealing with anything
which is exclusively a Federal matter. A
select committer of this House could have
but very little power

Mr, O’Loghlen: No power to give redress.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: XNo. All that a
select committee of this House could do would
be to make suggestions or recommendations




[21 SEPrEMDER, 1921.]

to the Federal Parliament. In respect of the
gratuity bonds, the soldiers themselves are to
a very considerable extent blamable.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Some of them have been
very foolish.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Yes, they were fool-
ish; those who sold their bonds were foolish,
Returned soldiers have come to me and asked
me to buy their bonds, suggesting to me all
sorts of subterfuges, sugpesting that I should
pay them £70 or £80 for a £100 bond, and
intimating that they were quite prepared to
sign a statutory cdeclaration before a justice
of the peace to the cffect that they had re-
eeived from me £100 for the bond.

Capt. Carter: Ts that true? ,

Mr. UNDERWOOD: That is true. After
all, if any robbery has been done, if any
robbery is being done, it is with the consent
of the robbed,

My, Munsie: Not so where they were given
a block of land which they expected would
be up to the valve named.

Mr., UNDERWOOD: That was only sub-
terfuge. I want to come t{o the transactions
of the AM.P, in respeet of returned soldiers.
If we are to have an inquiry, let it be an
inquiry in full, The Federal Government
allowed the AMP. to insure the men for
four years, take their premiums for four
years and give them the value of the bond
less the premjums.

Mr. O’Loghlen:
sand-patch deals.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: It was not better at
all. Say what you will about all land agents,
the AALP,, with the concurrence of the Fed-
eral Government, insured the men for four
years and, taking the premioms out of the
bonds, gave the men what was left, The
Federal Government gave the AMP. a
licenge to rab the returned soldiers.

Hon. P. Collier: It was a fair, legitimate
business transaction.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Did the returned
scldier want his life insured?

Hon. P. Collier: Yes.

Ar. Corboy: Everybody should be insured.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: Why adid not he get
insured before he went to the war? The
man who went to the war was not worried
abont his life. When the hon. member who
moved the motion comes to inquire, he must
inguire alse about the AM.P,

Mr. Wilson: About everything.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Because the ANMP.
were given a license by the Federal Govern-
ment, and in my opinion it was a license to
rob the soldiers.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Did they charge the
soldiers any more than they charged other
citizens?

Mr. UNDERWOOD:
they could get.

Mr. Willeock: Wéil, they cannot get any
redress in that respect, so why should it be
inquired into?

That was better than the

They charged ali
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Mr., UNDERWQOD: Well, why inquire
at all? If we are to have an inquiry, let the
inquiry comprise the AM.P.’s transactions.

Col. Denton: That is coming on later,

Mr, UNDERWOOD: I am pleased to hear
it.

Hon. P, Collier:
and everything else,

My, UNDERWOOD: I am not opposing
the motion, but I am taking exception to
some of the remarks made. I know some
returned goldiers. I am the father of one.
He has no eomplaints whatever.

Capt, Carter: He is very lucky.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: He haa a soldier’s
bond, He has been treated well in every way.
And, apart from him, T know hundreds who
have been treated well in respect of their
bonds. Mestly it will be found that thosze
who have been treated badly in regpect of
their bonds are those who desired, who asked,
to be treated badly in respect of their honds,

Mr, Willeock: Necessity drove them.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD : Necessity never
drove those to whom I am referring. In any
case, if any great injustice is being done to
the returned soldiers, why should not the
R.5.A. take up this cased

ITon. P, Collier: That is the puzzle.

My, Willeock: You do not know where the
motion originated.

Mr. O'Loghlen:
gentative hody.

The motion covers that

Tt may not be o repre-

Mr, UNDERWOOD: SWhy did not they
take up the ease? .

Col. Denton; We are taking it up in this
Chamber.,

My, UNDERWOOD: That may be.

Col. Denton: Tt is so.

My, UNDERWOOD: The Refurned Sold-
iers’ Association represents

Col. Denton: The men who gave you your
integrity.

Mr. UNDERWOOD:
The Returned Soldiers’
sents about 30 per cent.

My son did that.
Association repre-
of the returned

soldiers. The association have not put up
this ease. Why?
Mr. Wilson: T am representing 70 per

cent. of the soldiers, and I am putting it up,

My, Munsie: The association demanded
that the names should be published.

Mr, UNDERWOOD: They did not. I
have been speaking to officials of the R.8.A,
I asked them what about it. They said, *‘ All
the file is down there. We are not going on -
with it.”? -

Mr. O'Loghlen: A poor old crowd!

Mr. UNDERWOOD: Of course they are.
Skall I say that the better soldiers do nat
belong to the R.8.A., although there might
be some good ones in the association. Why
do not the H.S.A. bring this matter before
the Government which it concerns?

Mr. Corboy: They did s¢ three times.

Capt, Carter: Thay have done it and been
turned down time after time,

Han. T. Watker: Aund you will be turned
down again.
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Presently there
will be some turning down here.

Mr. TNDERWOQOD: I desire to bring
these matters before the public and hefore
Parliament. This motion has no application
to this Parliament. Nothing that a select
committee of this House can de will have any
effeet, It is a Federal matter.

("ol. Denton: It is not a Federal matter.

Mys. Cowan: Tt will have a big moral
effect.

Mr. TNDERWOOD: On the Federal Gov-
ernment !

Mrs. Cowan: No, on the community gener-
allv.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: The recommenda-
tions of the seleet committee, if it is ap-
pointed, could not be given effect to by this
Parliament. The matter is one which should
be dealt with by the Federal Parliament. I
have no objection to the motion, I have
higher feelings as well as the mover of the
motion with regard to returned soldiers be-
ing tnken down. T have an objection to any
citizen of Western Australia being taken
Adown. Some of the soldiers, however, a very
small percentage of them, have hegged peo-
ple to hux their honds. Tf there is £ault on
one side there is fauolt on the other side. One
eannot buy a bend without making a statu-
tory declaration before a justice of the peaca
that one has paid the full value for it, and
the holder of the bond must also make a
statutory declaration that he has received
full valne, When men are prepared to sign
a statutory declaration that they have re-
ceived full value when they have not done
s, I do not know that we ean help them very
much. They are laying themselves open to
be taken down, though I think T can say, as
far as human nature is concerned, that Aus-

. traligns will do less of that sort of thing
than will people in any other part of the
world. Nevertheless there will be found in
Australia, people who will be prepared to
sigm a sworn declaration that they have not
been taken down and at the same time are
prepared to be taken down by persons who
are willing to do s0. Tt is net altogether the
land agent who is to blame. Ever since 1915,
anyone who has wanted anything has always
hrought forward the returned soldier. When
the land agents want a monopoly they ask
for that monopoly on behalf of returned
soldiers. T have already been struek by the
fact that it is one for the returned soldier
and 20 for themselves.

Mr. Wilson: T am not doing that.

Mr. UNDERWOQOOD: T am not sayving that
of the hon. member, but it is a faet all the
same,

My, Wilson: The returned soldiers want
something for themselves now.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: BExactly! The time
is coming when the returned soldier will have
to look upon himself as a member of the Aus-

’
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tralian publie. There are those here who were
too young to go to the war, and have be-
come and are beeowning men. There are those
who were too old to go to the war and
others who were physically unfit to go. Al
these have rights in Australia as well as
other people. Possibly this is the first time
this point has heen brought forward, but it
will be brought forward more foreibly in
the near futvre. T think I am speaking for
5 per cent, of the returned soldiers—and T
have a great many rclatives amongst them—
when T say that, although they are returned
soldiers, they do not desire to have a greater
advantage in Australia than their fellow eiti-
ZeNs,

Col, Dentpn: They do not want charity.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: They do not desire
any greater pull or any greater advantage
than other people.

Capt. Carter: We are not asking for any
pull, but merety for our rights.

Mr. UNDERWOQOD: The men who ¢ould
not go to the war have as many rights as
those who did go. A bov who has grown up
since the war has his rights as an Australian
just as the man who was grown up at the
time of the war aml actually went to it.

Mr. Wilson: What does all this lead vp

o?

Mr. UNDERWQOD: Tt ddoes not lead up
to much, and the motion does not lead to
much, It cannot have any cffect, heeause this
Parliament cannot carry out any recommen-
dations that the select committee may make.

Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [7.077: Tb
is rather regrettahle that the member for
Pilbara (Mr. Underwood) should have seized
upon this opportunity of ventilating any
grievances he may have against the demands
of the returned soldlier. The metion is very
clear, and is understood, I think, hr every
member of the House, I{ eertainly has the
concurrence of the House. The returncr sol-
diers should be protected. They were offered
what were called gratnity bonds. These honds
were hedged around with all sorts of restrie-
tions, and yet those who were given them
were afforded an opportunity of disposing of
them and trafficking in them. The hon. mem-
ber stated that any recommendations that
were made by this House conld not bhe given
effect to. It is trme that they cannot lead
to any actual result.

Mr, Wilson: Everyone knows that.

Mr. LAMBERT: The matter is outside
the scope of State polities.

Hon. P, -Collier: The motion will lead to
results. It is all we can do as a State.

Mr, Underwood: It may lead to resmlis.

Mr. LAMBERT: T had one eXpereience
with a man who came to me. He was badly
off and asked me o cash his bond. T said T
could not afford te do so, but would make
jnquiries and see if it could be negotiated in
the ordinary eeurse. I am prepared, if this
could be donre, to do what T could to help the
man. T asked the manager of a bank what
could be done, and he said the bank wonld

. 7
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aceept the bond as a security. I then went
to Mr, Friel, who told me that the bond was
a negotiable instrumeat., I thereupon cashed
the hond, which was for a little over £100.
After T had done so I was told that the
security was not negotiable, "That is the
other side of the question. The member for
Collie (Mr. Wilson) has put his case foreibly
and every member is justified in supporting
the motion. I regret that the member for
Pilbara feels that the soldiers are asking too
much, and that there is a growing feeling
from the springing youth of the country or
those who were too old, infirm or unfit to go
+to the war, that the returned soldier is get-
ting too much.

Col. Denton: Not enough yet.

Mr. LAMBERT: It ill-becomes the hon.
menmber to suggest that they should not get
the very best the country can give them. If
this eountry gives all it can afford to give to
those who fought in defence of the Empire,
then it is not giving toe much. I regret the
ill-timed and ill-advised remarks of the hon.
member, who is apparently seeking in an in-
direct manner to discount the claims of those
men who have seen fit to put them before the
Government. T would not have spoken but
that I think the hon. member, after refiec-
tion, will feel that he should not have given
utterance to those remarks. We, as a party
on this side of the House, will stand up for
the returned soldier in any reasonable de-
mand that he makes. He can make the de-
mand upou his country and he can make it
upon his eountrymen, and we will support
him. It is clear from the debate that we as
a State aothority should make the most
searching inquiry into this matter, and see
whether the refurned soldier is getting that
return for his gratuity bond to which he was
entitled when it was handed to him.

Mr. RICHAKDSON (Subiseo) [7.47}: Not
many words are required from me in sup-
port of the motion. It has been very fully
discussed and has been well supported.
Pecple are constantly asking why it is the
Government do not move in the direction of
preventing returned soldiers from being vie-
timired. The Government now have an oppor-
tunity to carry out some of the promises that
were made a few years ago when our soldiers
were going to the war, The gencral publie
of Western Australia will, T am sure, wel-
come this motion. Many of our returned sol-
diers, through adverse circumstances, have
been compelled to ask for cash for their
gratuity bonds and have heen absolutely vie-
timised in doing ‘to. Tt has been stated in
the House that the B.S.A, should have moved
in the matter. I wish to exonerate the R.3.A.
I believe it is a matter which members of
this Hounse should have gone into many monthg
ago.
ng. Wilson: I had a motion on the
Notice Paper last year.

Mr. RICHARDSON: I am surprised it
was not carried at the time. Not only has
this been spoken of in publie, but it has
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been fully discussed in many of our local
papers. Some of the papers have gone 50 far
as to mention the names of certain people,
and other names have been mentioned by the
member for Collie, and it is a surprising fact
that the Federal Government have not been
alive to the question and have not done some-
thing. It has been said that so far as
we are concerned the carrying of this
motion will have no effect. I disagree with
that, beeause, if we carry the motion aad
if we appoint a select. committes and they in-
vestigate and find ont who these people
really were, and to what extent the soldiers
were vietimised, I believe the moral affect
of that will compel the Federal Government
to take some action. In that direction we
shall be doing some good, and we shall fulfil
the promise made not only by this Govern-
ment but by practically the whole of the
people in Western Australia to the soldiers
when they went away to fight at the war.
I believe our acfion will have a strong moral
effect also in other directions, and in all prob-
ability many of those who perhaps have not
already been disecovered will find it very con-
venient to make amemds to the retnrned sol-
diers whom they have victimised. I hope the
motion will be carried uranimously.

Resolved: That motions he continued.

The PREMIER (Hon. Sir James Mitchell—
Northam) [7.48]: The remark was made by
the previous speaker ‘“why do not the Govern-
ment do something?’’ That is the usual ery.
The (Government are always expected to do
something, bot if the Government did every-
thing they were asked to do, it would aocon he
found that there were not sufficient laws on
the Statute Book to proteet the people who
will not protect themselves. It is not part of
the duty of the Government to look after the
people who do not watch their own interests,
The matter under review, however, is some-
what different. Many of the soldiers whao
have returned to private life have settled
down and are quite content to live and work
for those who were not able to go to the war,
We owe a duty to those people and we have
1o remember that special circumstances sur-
round many of them, for very few came back
in a normal condition, and there are some who
even now are not yei returned to normal. If
this inquiry. were merely an ordinary one into
the business transactions hetween ordinary
people, I should oppose the motion, but T am
prevared to regard the question in a different
light, I do not know what ecan happen ag the
result of the investigation. It may be that
some of these people may be brought within
the law of the State. Beyond that, all that
we shall be able to do will be to make repre-
sentations to the Federal Government. I hope
hon. members will realise that we are passing
this motion because of special eircumstances,
and not because it is a part of our duty to
apnoint select committees to inquire inte
business transactions which have ended un-
satisfactorily to one side or the other. I do
not know why the hon. member desires to
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scetire the attendance of the Press at the
inquiry.

Mr, MaeCallum Smith: To let the light of
day into it.

The PREMIER: T like to let the light of
day into a good many places, but we iwust
remember that during the ecourse of tho
inquiry many innocent people may be charge.

Capt. Carter: And the inquiry will clear
them.

The PREMIER: Personally I do not think
any good can come from the publicity which
the hon. member seeks to bring about, I know
of cases where soldicrs have given receipts for
more money than they have received.

Mr. Corboy: That was done in many in-
stances.

Mr, Underwood: And the declaration was
made before a Juatice of the Peace that pay-
ment was received.

Mr. Corboy: That ¢oes not make the man
who paid the mnoney any less a rogue.

The PREMIER: I shall not seriously object
to the proposal but I do not think it is neces-
sary to have the Press at the inquiry becauss
the evidence will be available for publieation
afterwards.

Hon. P. Collier: Any man who has carried
on n straightforward transaction will have
nothing to be afraid of,

The PREMIER: It is a bad practice exeept
where something very serigus is involved.
However I sghall not seriously oppose the hon.
niember’s wish to admit the Press.

Mr. BOYLAND (Kalgoorlie) [7.55]: T
support the motion. The member for Collie
must be congratulated on bringing the mat-
ter forward. If we give publicity to the
investigation and the Tederal authorities
get full knowledge of what has taken place
they will be compelled te move in the mat-
ter and protevt those men to whom they
gave gratuities. Tt has been said that
soldiers have been robbed by those insuar-
ance societies having the right to insure
these men through their gratuity bonds. We
all know that insurance is a matter that all
business men take up, T do not suppose
there are many men who have not serious
obligations in the way of families, who do
not try to protect their families by means
of ingurance, and the soldier ecoming
hack from the war, beina able fto get
an insuranee on his life, is a fairly
fortunate man, because we know what
the war has done to incapacitate thos:
who " went out to fight for our liberty
and freedom. 1t has always been said
that while specific staiements have heen
made, it ecould not be understood WwWhy
the Minister for Defence had no know-
ledge of those statements. T may say that
I never heard of soldiers having heen
robbed until guite lately. I do not know
whether other hon. members heard of these
cases. I have been associated with soldiers
since 1914, They applied to me very often
to assist them in many matters, and T never
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heard of any of them having been robbed.
It is only natural to assume therefore that
a man in the position of the Minister for
Defence may not have heard of such cases
just as I failed to hear of {hem. That Min-
ister, by the way, has had to administer a
big department which he has administered
well. .

Hon. W. C. Angwin: The faet has been
published in every mnewspaper.

Mr. BOYLAND: Men have come to me to
get their bonds cashed and they have had
them ecashed, and so far as our distriet is
concerned, those menrn have been looked
after well. Many of the statements which -
have been made are so much hot air. There
is no man in the community who will not
see that the soldier gets a fair deal. Of
course there are bound to be a few wasters
in the community, but we cannot help that,
and it is those men who will be shown up
by the inquiry. The majority of those who
went to cheer the soldiers away—and T may
say there were not many rotters amongst
them; they stuck to the soldiers during
their absence—must be protected. A pgen-
eral statement may go out from the House
that thosc men, or most of them, who went
to cheer the soldiers away, may have done
so for the purpose of subsequently robbing
the dependants of those soldiers. That has
been stated more than once to-day but there
is no truth in the assertion. I support the
motion and I thank the member for Collie
for having brought it forward,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [7.58]: I
hope the motion will be passed with the
full eoncurrence of the House and that to-
morrow we may have the opportunity of
putting it before the Prime Minister and
letting him understand that 50 representa-
tives of the people of this State, of all
shades of political opinion, are in accord on
the question of seeing that the returned
soldier gets a fair deal. Western Australia
has dome its part in many ways, and it may
do more if it can be shown to the Tederal
Government we are anxious in every pos-
sible way to secure the welfare of the re-
turned soldiers. With regard to the bonds,
there can be no one throughout Australia
who is ignorant of what the Federal Gov-
ernment have done, and we were told
through the Press frequently that any
attempt to traffic in these bonds—for that
iz really what it means—to the detriment
of the holder of the bonds would be
severely dealt with, There is ne question
about that.

Mr. O'Loghlen: That was altered later on.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When the
select eommittee secures evidence on the faeta
which will be placed before it, this House can
call upon the Federal Government to he true
to the representations made at the outset
when the bonds were issned, that there should
be no trafficking.
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Mr. O’Loghlen: It is not illegal to buy
bonds.

The MINISTEE ¥FOR WORKS: It is
illegal to traffic in them and to deal in them
in the way we have had divulged to-night.

Mr. A, Thomson: It was gistinctly laid
down that the full value for the bonds should
be givea.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That 1s
s0, I could bave had a lot of these gratuity
bonds for less than half their value, but I
would have nothing to do with them becaunse
I was not in a position to give the holders
the full price, and I was not anxious to feel
that I was making a profit out of men who
had offered their blood freely for the nation.
1 did not want to make mouney out of these
bonds. I would class men who did that with
the profiteers who, throughout the war, made
huge fortunes out ef the misery, trials, and
sorrows of the people. If I had my way, 1
would he almost too drastic with people of
that nature.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: You could not do too
much to them,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I would
get a good stout piece of rope and use a good
strong jarrah tree.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Why did you not say
‘‘lamp-posts’'?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Somec of
the lamp-posts have cast iron foundations, and
T am afraid that they would not be equal to
carrying the burden of so many people. A
jarrah tree gathers strength every day it
lives. I am astonished to hear that the Fed-
eral (overnment, or any member of  that
Ministry, are not aware of these things.

Mr. Corboy: They say they are not aware
of them,

The MINISTER FOR WORES: Are these
things vot taking place in the Eastern States?
Should such not be the case, it simply means
that we have got in 'Western Australia all the
rogues of the Commeonwealth, because we
know there are some rogues here. If we
could get at the truth, I believe it would be
found that they came from the East.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: If I mistake not, this
very question was diseussed in the Federal
House,

Mr. Corboy: It has been brought under the
notice of the Federal Government by every

branch of the Returned Soldiers’ League
throughout Australia.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I do not

know that we can do moneh as it s
a Federal matter, but this is one of
those chances which representatives of
the people of every shade of political
helief have of joining together and showing
tbe Federal Government and the Federal Par-
liament that we know our business and ean
sink our differences when the common weal
has to be safeguarded. I understood one
Opposition member to say that the matter
had been brought before the Federal Govern-
ment and had been turnmed down. If it was
brought before the Federal Government with

question.
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proof similar to that which the member for
Collie (AMr, Wilson) says he can get, and was
turned down, they do not know their business.

Mr. Corboy: It is a fact, anyhow,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: State-
ments have been made that such transactions
have not been confined to land and estate
agents, but have extended to other sections of
the community as well. If such eases were
brought under the notice of the Federal Gov-
cenment with any proof at all, that Govern-
ment had no warrant whatever to turn down
applicationa for action. I am a little bit
doubtful about the admission of the Press to
the meetings of the select committce; not
that I want to object to the Press attending,
but I am satisfied that there will probably
be a number of persons summoned to give
evidence, persons whom the committee may
believe have had transactions which were not
quite square. They will have to go through a
very painful ordeal during cross-examination.
The answer to that statement is, of course,
that if they prove themselves to he clear of
any wrongdoing, the Press will indicate that
in the reports, but hon. members know regard-
ing their own speeches and representations
that the space in the Press is so limited, and
the Press have to condense matters to such
an extent that is quite possible they might un-
wittingly do injustice to persons appearing
before the gelect committee. I would like to
see that portion of the motion dealing with
the Press deleted, becausc after the select
committee has held the inquiry and taken
the evidence, it will be quite open to the
Press to publish the matter fully. If we in-
tend to do anything in this matter let us pass
the motion wnanimously to show the Federal
Government that there are men in this Par-
liament who, whatever their other political
differences may be, have no differences what-
ever when it comes to the returned soldiers’.
Let us show that we have no dif:
ferencea as to how the returned men shou'}
be dealt with and protected against thoje
who would take advantage either of the /-
experience or the necessities of the indive Aal
soldier.

Mr, MUNSIE (Hannans) [8.6]: I [fesire
to speak in support of the motion mo'£d by
the member for Collie. During the de’/te on
the Address-in-reply T dealt with the manner
in which returned soldiers were being /harshly
treated by a certain seetion of the lard agents
in the metropolitan area. T was rther sur-
prised to-might to hear some of the state-
ments that have been made. Se eral mem-
bers want to know why the Returr:d Soldiers’
Asgociation have not taken the matter up.
The Retorned Soldiers’ Association of Perth
have taken it up on three ocearions. I have
copics of reports of their mee ings at which
this matter was dealt with. The Returned
Soldiers’ Association here carried motions
and forwarded them to Melbourne months
ago. They demanded the publication of the
names of the land agents who are respon-
gible for defrauding the returned soldiers.
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Mr. Underwood: What about the insur-

ance companies?

Mr. MUXSIE: If the member for Pil-
bara desires me to refer to ingsurance matters,
I can only say that T wish every returned
soldier had invested his gratuity bond with
the A.M.P. Society and insured his life.
That wourld have bren the best investment he
could have made with his money.

Mr. Tnderwood : Licensed robbery.

Afr. MUNSIE: During the Address-in-
reply [ read a amall extract from the ‘"' West
Australian.’?  The member for C‘ol]ie_has
given the names of some land agents to-night.
The newspaner referred to the case of & man
who had disposed of the one block to re-
turned sollicrs five times over. No name was
given in the Press but the name has been
given by the member for Collie to-night. I
take it that that hon, member has absolute
proof or he would mot have made that state-
ment. The extract T referred to is dated 18th
Mareh, which is some considerable time ago.

The extract goes on to say—

' An agent who secured certain blocks for
£2 10s. cach was able to dispose of them
to returned men for £40 each. These
fraudulent sales, it is stated, have not been
condacted by all agents, and the business
nethod of many of the large estate agen-
cies are not impugned. Nevertheless, the
publication of the names of those who h:_J.ve
exploited returned soldiers in land dealing
would surprise the community.

Members will note those last few words,

¢rpublication of the names of those who

have exploited the returned soldiers would
surprise the community.”’ Tf the in-
quiry by a select committee did nothing
else, it would let the public  know
whe those people are. 1 do mnot know
where the influence has come from, but
evidently some influence has been brought to
Lear from somewhere or other, for the execu-
tive of the Returned Soldiers’ Association,
who were so emphatic that they carried mo-
tions demanding the publication of the
names, have now ‘‘gone dead’’ on the suh-
jeet, and for three months have not discussed
it. If they have discussed the matter dur-
ing that period, nothing has been published.

There was also a surprising statement made

that the Minister for Defence might not have

known anything Adbout it.

Mr. Boyland: I referred to speeific cases.

Mr. MUNSIE: Did the hon. member want
anything more specific than what was pub-
lished in the ¢‘West Australian’ of the 18th
“arch? That report was sent to Senator
Pearce.

Mr. Boyland: Does he read every paper?

Hon. P. Collier: Surely he is interested
enough to read the papers from Weatern
Australin. He is a nice kind of representa-
tive who cannot find time to read the papers
from his own State.

Mr. MUNSIE: It is immaterial to me
whether the Minister for Defence reads the
papers from Western Australia or not, but
on the 21st March further reference was
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published in the ‘‘West Australian’’ under
big headings reading as follows:—*‘Cash
gratuity bonds. Inflated land values.’’ At
the bottom of the eriticsim or remarks by the
“*West Australian’’ appeared words which I
will bring under tho notice of members, T
do not know how the Federal Government
ean be said to have been unaware of this
matter because the statement on that date
came from a Federal Treasury officirl. On
the date mentioned, the 21st March last, the
Federal Government knew of this exploita-
tion of returned soldiers, yet they have done
nothing.

Mr., Wilson: The same sort of thing has
gone on in the Eastern States as well,

Mr, Marshall: The activities of these
people would not be confined to ons State.

Mr. MUNSIE: Of course not. However,
sufficient influence has been brought to bear
to prevent the necessary inguiries heing
made. I hope the House will earry the
motion unanimously, and tbat the inquiry
will go on. Certain facts elicited from the
inquiry will probably enable ns to put
up such g strong case as will compel the
Federal Government to take the mnecessary
action. Reverting to the article in the
“¢\Wegt Australian’’ on the 21st March—
it is a telegpram dated DMelbourne, 20th
Mareh—it says—

Referring on Saturday to land transae-
tions in Western Australia in which holders
of war gratuity bonds are alleged to have
been vietimised, the acting-Sceretary to
the Treasury said that the Treasury had
full power to annul any transaction,
irrespective of what stage it had reached.
Inquiries were now being made into the
cases reported.

This shows that on the 21st March last the
Federal Government were making inquiries
into the cases that had been reported in the
¢¢West Australian.”’

Mr, Marshall: And Senator Pearce says
he knows nothing about it.

Mr, MUNSIE: There is the case of the
man who sold one block five times over and
yet Senator Pearce says he knew nothing
whatever about it.

The Minigter for Works: I do not suppose
ke does. Does he know anything, anyhow?

Mr. MUNSIE: Of course he did know of
this, or the statement would not have ap-
peared from the Treasury official,

Mr. Boyland: Can you prove that specific
cases have been brought before him?

Hon. P. Collier: Why quibble?

Mr. Boyland: You are very anxious con-
cerning the returned soldiera now.

Hor. P. Collier: I have been anxious for
their interests all along.

Mr. Boyland: I can remember when you
were not.

Hon. P. Collier:
anvthing of the kind.

l\gr. Boyland: You were not always so
anxjous.

Mr, SPEAXER: Order! order!

You cannot remember
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Hon. P. Collier: You cannot remember
anything of the kind.

Mr, Boyland: Yes I can.

Houn. P. Collier: You have not got Han-
nan-street behind you here. You have to
stand up to your statements in this Chamber.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order! order! Hon. mem-
bers are in Parliament, not in Hannan-street.

Mr. MUNSIE: I want t¢ econtinue
reading the statement from the Trea-
sury official. It goes on to say—

‘*Inquiries are now being made into the
cases reported.’’ Speeific cases must have
been reported or they would not have had
cages to inquire into, and they were making
inquiries on the 20th Mareh.  The report
proceeds—

It is stated that the £8,000 worth of bonds
held by ome estate agent is not unusual
and is quite permigsible, provided the
transactions have been fair to the bond-
holders. Unfortunately, some of the re-
turned soldiers do not assist the authori-
ties to proteet their own interests. Cases
have been brought to notice where the
“goldier has not even inspected the block
of land he is purchasing. He has given
his bond in payment, and has received in
return the exeess value of the bond in
cash.
Col. Denton: That is the exact position.
Mr. MUNSIE: This statement was made
by a Treasury official on the 20th March of
this year, and yet we have the Minister for
Defence within the Jast two or three days
stating that he knew nothing about it, We
have the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr. Boy-
land) getting up in hig place here and apolo-
gising for the Minister for Defence.
Mr. Boyland: Ts the Minister for Defence
a Treasury official?
Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Ealgoorlie must refrain from interjectins.
Mr, MUNSIE: T trust the House will
carry the motion unanimously, and that the
papers will give sufficient publicity to this
debate that the Prime Minister’s attention
may be drawn to it. I realisc that the Prime
Minister’s engagements have already been
completed and that he will be a very busy
man when he lands here to-morrow, but busy
as he may be, 1 suggesat that the exeeutive of
the Returned Seldiers’ League, who are en-
tertaining him at the Soldiers’ Institute,
get to work again, irrespective of the influ-
ence that has kept them quiet for the last
three months, and present the case to the
Prime Minister. If they put up the case
which ean be put up, the Federal Govern-
ment will have to do something which will
surely be of benefit to the returned soldier.
T trust that the action of the member for
Collie (Mr. Wilson) and the assistance ren-
dered by other members of this House will
prove beneficial to the returned soldier, but
we ean expect to accomplish little more than
directing puoblic attention to the matter. The
attention we are drawing to it, however,
ghould have a beneficial effect on the re-
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turned soldier who has been exploited by
some of the land sharks and other people in
Western Australia,

Mr. DAVIES (Guildford) [8.27]: I intend
to lend wbhatever support I ean to the
motion, and to give any suppori in my
power to the select committee appointed to
inquire into this matter. I am not one of
those who would take advantage of this
motion to eriticise some individuals outside
this House. I do not know of any specifie
instances where returned s¢ldiers have been
vi¢ctimiged. What T do know is that there
were many soldiers who were in need of
cagsh when the war gratnity bonds were
issued, and who begged to be relieved of
their troubles by those who could afford to
give them the full equivalent for their
bounds. At the ontset the private in-
dividual was not permitted to cash more
than one gratuity bond, and the returned
soldier who had a bond to cash was com-
pelled to go to a so-called business man. T
regret to think that there is one individual
of this State who wounld take advantage of
men who were in nced of cash, We have
seen times out of number that not{ only
buginess men but men in private life were
prepared to take advantage of anyone in
extreme ecircumstances. Tf the committee
succeed in bringing to light only one case
of viectimisation, the earrying of the motion
will have been justified.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH (North Perth)
[8.19]: I have pleasure in supporting the
motion, The House is indebted to the
member for Collie (Mr. Wilson) for having
brought the matter forward, and he must
feel gratified at the reception meted oui to
his motion. I only regret that he @did not
have an opportunity to bring it forward
last year when he first placed it on the
Notice Paper. It has been soggested that
this ig a matter for the Federal Parliament.
That is quite true.

Mr. Troy: Who sajd that?

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: The Leader of
the Opposition and one or two other speakers.
It is a matter for the Federal Parliament,
but when the Federal Parliament has failed
in its duty, the State Parliament should
step in and support and protect the re-
turned soldiers.

Mr. Wilson: Hear, hear! That is the
point.
Mr. MacCallum SMITH: The Federal

Parliament has without doubt failed in its
duty. I was surprised to read Senator
Pearce’s statement that he knew nothing
at all about the matter. When the matter
was brought under my notice some months
ago I went to the trouble not only of
writing but of telegraphing to one or two
of our representatives in the PFederal Par-
liament urging them to obtain the names of
those land agents who had beer guiliy of
taking down the returned soldiers. T was
told it was impossible at that stage to get
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the names, but that the matter was being
inguired into. I then suggested that in
view of the seriousness of the ecomplaints,
a motion should be tabled in the Federal
House to permit of the names being pub-
lished. For some reason or other not known
to me, that was not done. I know from my
own knowledge that the returned soldiers
themselves have, after several meetings,
communicated with the authorities in Mel-
bourne urging that the matter be inquired
irto.

Mr. Munsie: Three times they did so.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: Agsin nothing
came of it. It is altogether untrue to say
that the Federal authorities knew nothing
about the matter. They appointed land
valuers to inquire into various cases here.
The valuers investigated a good many cases
and submitted a report, but for some reason
best known to themselves, the report has
been suppressed. It is all nomsense Tor
Senator Pearce to say that he knew nothing
about the matter. He may not bave known
of individual cases, but he must have
known that it was a scandal in Western
Australia that returned soldiers were being
plundered of their gratuity bonds by un-
gerupulous Jand agenta——

Mr. Pickering: And otbers.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: Land specula-
tors and others. I do not single out land
agents. There are cther people in privata
life who cashed gratuity bonds and made a
gmall advanee on the real value of the
bonds. This matter has become such a
scandal in Western Australia that it is the

duty of the House to appoint a committee -

to conduct a thorough investigation. It has
been stated that names have not been men-
tioned. I know of ome instance in whith
the name was mentioned in the paper in
which T am interested. The name of the
agent given here to-day was published, and
he was accused of doing these things, but
be did not reply; he did not challenge the
gtatement or proceed against the paper for
libel, as he was entitled to do if there had
been no truth in the statement,

Mr. Wilson: A guilty conscience.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH : This man is
able, by the money he made in taking down
the returned soldiers, to take a trip around
the world. I hope that the committee will
seo’ that he does not go before they get his
evidenee.

Mr. Wilsen: I think he cught to take me
with him, .

Mr, MaeCallum SMITH : There is no
doubt that a considerable amount of good
will come out of an inquiry of this descrip-
tion, While it is quite true that we cannot
achieve very much, the seandal will be ex-
posed to the public gaze. It is quite possible
that a land agent found guilty of unfair
practice, wher he comes before the
court for the license which we propose to
jasue under the Land Agents Bill, eould be
debarred from obtaining it. 1 think this
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would be a very good ground for debarring
him from obtaining a license. The conditions
under which the bonds were issued enable the
Commonwealth Treasury to cancel them, and
[ would say they should have no hesitation
whatsoever in cancelling any bond abtained
unfairly or fraudulently frum the soldiers. 1
trust that in cases where it is not possible to
do this, the Federal Government might be
induced to make restitution to those men. 1
am afraid it will be expecting too much, but
that is what T would like to see. The Premier
and the Minister for Works have expressed
some doubt as to the advisableness of ad-
mitting the Press to the inguiry. T trest
_that the House will carry that portion of the
motion and allow the Press to report the
whole of the proceedings.

The Minister for Mines: But they will not
do it. Tf yor can make the Press report it
fully T will agree, but they will only report as
much as suits them,

Mr. MaeCallum Smith: I do not think that
the Press will publish anything that will be
detrimental to anybody. The Press may be
trusted to see that no slur is east upon any
innoeent witness.

The Minister for Mines: 1 mean a scetion of
the I’ress.

Mr, MacCallum Smith: Taken as a whole,
the Press will see that nothing unfair is pub-
lished.

The Minister for Mines: When you say the
Press yon include all sorts of sausage wrap-
pers.

Mr. MacCallum Smith: T have pleasure in
supporting the motion.

The MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Scaddan—Albany) [8.28]: T wish to admit at
once that I have no direct evidence that any
of the thinga mentioned have actually taken
place, but I venture to say that the member
for Collie (Mr. Wilson) has made ont =
prima facie cvase, which I think will lead the
ITouse to agree to an inquiry heing held. I
wani members to appreciate the faet that
what we are doing is really telling the public
of Australia that, while we pride ourselves
on the fact that we established a record in
the way of enlistments and in the treatment
meted out to our soldiers since their return,
we are to-day advocating an inquiry into the
actions of gome of our citizens of a nature
whieh will probably give us a very bad ab-
vertisement indéed. Tt may be coneluded
that these things have happened only in Wes-
tern  Awvstralin, whereas, if one can judge
from rumours heard in the East, the same
thing has operated all over Australia. What
we ghall really do by passing this motion is
to express ounrselves very strongly against
the attitude of the Federal Government in
declining to do what we consider is a dnty
devolving upon them amd not upen us. As a
fact, the issue of the gratuity bonds was
made, not by the State, but by the Federal
Government. For a reason known to every-
Lody-—namely, that the cash was not available
—the Federal Government gave the soldiers
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bonds. It was intimated to the people
of Augtralia that no member of the com-
munity would be permitted to make an unfair
profit by taking advantage of the fact that
the bonds were not negotiable, and were not
payable for some period. On the other hand,
if a soldier holder of honds was able to sub-
mit to a board, constituted for that purpose,
a case proving that he required, in order to
meet immediate necessities, cash instead of
bonds, then the cash wasg to be made avail-
able. In that comnection certain-rules were
framed. Let me point out that in many in-
-stances the men in whose behalf complaint is
now being made were not able to establish
guch a ease before the board. I myself have
submitted cases to the board, and have re-
ceived answers which settled the contentions
put forward. The Federal Government,
being unable to find the total amount of cash
roquired for gratuitiea, had to impose certain
restrictions.

Ar. MaeCallum Smith: The Federal Gov-
‘ernment could have issued bank notes.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hen.
member interjecting appears to think that
bank notes can be printed like newspapers.
One of the cauges of our recent industrial
troubles is that Commonwealth bank notes
have been issued too freely. However, a fair
percentage of the bonds digposed of in quar-
terg against which complaint is now directed,
were the bonds of soldiers who established
before the board their elaims to be pail cash.

Mr. Wilson: Many of the hbonds were
cashed before the boards were established.

Col. Denton: Those men were robbed too,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
prepared to deny that. Neither do I deny
that the member for Collie has made a case
for inquiry. DBut are we fo declare to the
people of Eastern Australia that there are
such rogues and robbers in Western Aus-
tralin that a Parliamentary inquiry is neces-
sary in this connection? We are telling the
people of Australia, moreover, that the
Federal anthorities have been winking at the
practice—which I do not believe. My beliet
ig that the Federal authorities have made in-
quiries, Whether as a result of those in-
quiries they are satisfied or not, remains te
be seen. While asking the assent of every
member of the Chamber to this motion, we
ought not to make the motion the vehicle of
a party attack. Whether Senator Pearce is
guilty or not guilty, he is not here to defend
himself.

Mr. Munsie: The matter has been brought
before the Federal Government,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Many
of the. matters brought bhefore the Cabinet of
which T am a member never come to my
ears, The Federal  Minister for Defence has
nothing to do with the gratuity beonds. T1f it
is argued that he could have read of the
matter in the Press, T say that T do not read
all that the Press publishes concerning the
Government of which T am a member. While
attending to my department I have not time
to do so, In any case, what sections of the
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Press write about me prevents me from
getting grey. The Minister for Defence may
not have read all these things, seeing that he
is a pretty busy man, as one may learn by
calling on him at his office, However,
whether Senator Pearce is guilty or net
guilty, that phase of the question need not
be introduccd when a select committee is be-
ing moved for. I do not hold that in this
matter we have ocecasion to complain either
of the Federal Governmeat or of our Federal
representatives. I objeet to this Chamber
setting itself up as a tribunal to try Western
Australin’s TFederal memberd, or Federal
members generally, We have enough to do
without that. On the other hand, I have
always maintained that Federal members
have no right to intervene in matters to
which we here are supposed to attend. I ob-
ject even to the Federal Prime Minister tell-
ing us what we ought to do in SBtate matters.
He has enough to do if he attends to Federal
matters. And, similarly, T object to matters
being brought up in this Chamber for the
purpose of thrashing the TFederal authorities,
Of conrse, with regard@ to Federal actions af-
fecting our State finances or the industries
of Western Australia, I am quite prepared to
raise my voice, In the opposite direction,
however, I advised my Premier the other day
to tell the Federal authorities to mind their
own business, and not to interfere in West-
ern Australian matters of purely State con-
cern. While we may be dissatisfied to a cer-
tain extent with the Federal anthorities, we
have our proper method of expressing that
dissatisfaction. Still, our complaints againat
our Federal members arise in large measure
from the circumstance that we de not find
out what has been dome.

Mr, Troy: We never see our Iederal mem-
bers,

The MTNISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member haa to attend to the affairs of his
electorate here, and cannot always make him-
self available in Mt. Magmet. It is much
more difficult to make oneself available te
constituents here while representing a West-
ern  Australian Federal electorate in Mel-
bourne. T am not ‘objecting to the inquiry
asked for by the motion, but I do want hon.
members to consider what is likely to arise
out of it. 1 objeet strongly to the suggestion
of the member for North Perth (Mr. Mae-
Callum Smith) that the Press should he ad-
mitted to the proceedings of the proposed
seleet committee, unless we conld make it a
condition that the Press must publish a ver-
batim report of such proceedings, There is
not a member here Who will trust every see-
tion of the Press. Not even the member for
North Perth will do that, although no doubt
he will trusf his own journal—which requires
a fair degree of confidence, The privilege we
have of appointing select committees to in-
quire into even the private affairgs of our
citizens is one which we ought to hold dear.
We ought not to forget that the reason why
the Press is excluded from the proceedings of
select committees ie that the members of the
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public may have absolute reliance, when
. giving evidence in confidence, evidence which
they do not wish to be sent forth to the
world, absolute reliance on complete secrecy.
In 1906 a select committee on shops and fac-
tories refrained from publishing some of-the
evidence taken. The committee would never
have got that evidence had the Press been
admitted to the proceedings. Personally, I be-
lieve that every bit of the evidence to be
taken hy the select committee here propoaed
will cventunally be attached to the commit-
tee’s report, But by admitting the Press to
the seleet committee’s proceedings we shall
be introdueing sonething that is dangerous,
because every member lhercafter moving for
a seleet committee will gontend that the sub-
ject of inquiry is sufficiently important to
warrant immediate publicity through the
Press. Thus one of the greatest safeguards

of our methods of inquiry would be
dons away with, I see no urgency for
publication in this matter. Moreover,

the Press would publish just what suited
it. The wvarious sections of the Press
would, each of them, publish just what
they thought suitable to their particular
readers. I could, if necessary, name the
journals which would express conflicting
views. The ‘'Sunday Times’’ has a different
elass of reader from the ‘‘ West Australian.’”
The f‘West Australian’’ wonld publish the
proceedings of the proposed seleet committee
from the point of view of readers of the
*West Australian.’’ The ‘‘Sunday Times’’
report would be something entirely different,
becanse addressed to a different class of
readers. If once the Press is admitted to the
seleet eommittee’s sittings, each journal will
publish, in each issue following a sitting of
the committee, just so much of the evidence
as it feels disposed. ‘Then, when the report
is brouwght up, the Press will publish the re-
port, and nothing else, and thus the report
is likely to be misunderstood, because somo
evidence will have been misreported in the
Press and the misreportings will never have
been corrected. Buch a position eannot
arise if the select committee’s report is
submitted with all the- evidenee attached
to it.

AMr. Wilson: Let the committer exercise a
direretion in the matter,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T thought
that eourse would be suggested. But there
is a greater danger in that suggestion. Tf
it were adopted, the select committee would
have to decide how much the public should
get of the evidence. If the evidence of, say,
Thomas Brown is withheld by the committee
from publication, then there will be such
comments as ‘‘Thomasz Brown pave evidence
before the select committee, and the com-
mittee would not permit the Press to publish
his evidence, Now, what has Thomas Brown
got to hide? He must be one of the pirates.’’
If the Press is admitted at all, the Press
should be there from start to finish. I urge
that the suggested practice would prove ex-
tremely dangerous. There must be a reason
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why the rules of the British Parliament, and
also of every Parliament in the Britigh
Dominions, execlude the Press from the sit-
tings of select committees. T am satisfied to
draw the attention of hon. members to the
possibilities of the proposal. If my repre-
sentations fail to carry conviction, and then
if difficulties eventually arise, let not hon,
members blame me. T declare on my reputa-
tion, if it is worth anything, that not two
newspapers would publish a verbatim report
of the select committee’s proceedings. Is
there a member of this House who does
not oceasionaliy complain of so much of the
statements he makes here in this Chamber
being omitted in the Press reports as to
render those reports misleading? From the
Presa reports of the speeches of the member
for Mt. Magnet (Mr. Troy) ome would
imagine that that hon. member never said
anything worth while. That is the case
simply because 30 much is omitted.

Mr. Troy: I do mot complain,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: XNeither
am I complaining, but T am trying to make
i* clear that the Press will publish of the
select committee’s proceedings just as much
as guits their purpose, or just so much as
they can -find space for, or just so much as
may be considered spicy; and that thus a
wrong impression will be conveyed to the
public. All the member for Collic desires is
an inguiry to ascertain what truth there is
in the statements made regarding transfers
of gratuity bonds, in order that anyone who
kas done wrong may be brought to book,
and in order that redress may, if possible,
be given to the soldier who has been un-
fairly dealt by.

Mr. Wilson: All I am after is to get his
money back to the digger.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon,
member cannot get it back to the digger by
any such ingquiry, He can draw attention to
the matter, but whatever he does, he cannot
compel the Federal Government to take ac-
tion.  All that he can achieve is to put a
case before the Federal Government and ask
that action shall be taken to secure redress.

Mr. Wilson: Some of these people have
already paid the money back.

The MINTISTER FOR MINES: There will
he some more of them before the week is out.
That will not be through any action of the
sclect committee, The committee can only
find that these things have happened. Tf I
may prophesy, I will say that the select com-
mittee will make a report and their recom-
mendation will he that their report shall he
brought under the notice of the ¥ederal Gov-
ernment to secure rclief for the returned
soldiers. What is the necessity for intro-
ducing the Press in this partieular instance,
and thereby breaking down our own Stand-
ing Orders. The Standing Orders were
framed for a very definite purpose, to show
the public that while Parliament has this
tremendous power of investigating, and ex-
amining witnesses on oath, calling for
rapers and inapecting books of companries
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and individuals, it is not for the purpose of
holding public inguiries but to secure one
which is fair and just and to secure what is
termed justice for the community.

Member: Why not move an amendment.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will
10t move any amendment, but I do not want
members to proceed without a knowledge of
the possibilities underlying such an action as
is contemplated. This will rise again ard
while members say now that nothing sheuld
be hidden, it is a dangerous precedent.

Col, Denton: Nothing but the truth is
wanted,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member may feel that way now but if it
were proposed to hold an inquiry eoncerning
something he was interested in, he would
probably sunggest that the Standing Orders
should be complied with,

Col. Denton: Tt is just pure truth that is
wanted.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, and
if the Press published .the pure truth, the
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, T
would not object, but the Press will not do
that. They have never done it, and will
never do it. The Press will publish so much
as they can find space for, and s0 much as. is
guitable for the particular section of the
community which reads the matter appearing
in its columns. I want the report to be full,
and that ean be secured eventually in the
report of the committee. The inquiry will
take only a fortnight or three weeks per-
haps, and T.do not think any harm will be
daone by waiting for that period. To-night
we have had an affidavit signed as far back
as March or April. Tt will not work any
bardship if we wait for a weck or so. There
iz nothing to be lost, and we will continue to
recognise the prineiple underlying the ap-
pointment of a select committee. That prin-
ciple is that, having appointed the select
committee, Parliament shall be the first to
get the report and findings of that body, and
the public will be infarmed afterwards
through the columns of the Press.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [8.49]: The Min-
ister for Mines has made a number of peeuliar
statements this cvening.

The Minister for Mines:
ngnal with me,

Mr. TROY: The Minister complained of
the referentes made to the Federal Govern-
ment and the blame attached to them. He
snid the Federal authorities may have made
an inguiry.

The Minister for Mines: I do not know if
they have, of course.

Mr. TROY: There was much froth and
fury in his denuneciation of members of this
Chamber because they said that the Federal
authorities might have taken action and be-
cause statements had been made that no such
action had beeh taken. Now the Minister
says that he does not know if anything has
been done by the Federal Government. So
far as the Minister knows, and se far as the

That is quite
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House knows, 1o such inquiry has been made.
There has been no such announcement in the
Press. His next objection was that the pro-
posed action was a bad advertisement for
Western Australia. Is it a worse advertise-
ment for the State that Parliament has taken
action to unravel something that is wrong
and corrupt than for Parliament to close its
eyes to the statements which have been madet
What has happened in Western Australia has
probably happened all over Australia, The
same ¢lass of people live here as live in the
Eastern States. Right throughout the world
some persons posing as patriots have taken
advantage of the soldier as they have done in
Western Australia. An inquiry by Parlia-
ment in Western Anstralin may be a spur
to other Parliaments to take a similar aection.
The same occurrences may have taken place
in the Eastern States.

Mr. O’'Loghlen: And to a greater extent.

Mr, TROY: The worst advertisement Par-
linment could have would be the announce-
ment that, after hearing such statements as
have been made to-day, we refused to hold
an inquiry and give the fullest possible pub-
licity to the proceedings. As to thc Press, [
have no reason to stand up for the Press,

Mr. Pickering: They are kind to you.

Mr. TROY: They could be kinder to me.

Mr, Angelo: Perhaps you do not deserve it.

Mr. TROY: The Minister has no cause for
complaint.

The Minister for Mines: I am not com-
plaining. I pet publicity because I am worth
it .
Mr, TROY: As to the Press reporting the
proceedings adequatcly or not, I think this
question is one which should be decided on its
merits.

The Minister for Mines: T merely suggest
that a section of the Press will adopt the
attitnde T indicated.

Mr. TROY: Naturally the Press will not
give a verbatim report of the proceedings.
They will not do so, otherwise the paper
will he full of it. This is so important a
matter, however, that if individuals have been
guilty of the malpractices alleged, the people
of Western Australia are entitled to know
of the proceedings. Regarding the admission
of the Press to select committees, that ques-
tion should be decided on its merits too. In®
the particular instance under diseussion, it
is serious enough to warrant the admission
of the Press. Ts it sugpested that the Press
will set out to wilfolly misrepresent the posi-
tion? :

The Minister for Warks: Owing to the
shortage of space, it may lead to that,

Mr. TROY: I do not think so. On this
oceasion, therefore, I propose to support the
motion. Regarding the Standing Orders and
the admission of Press- representatives to
select committec proceedings, the only reason
for the procedure in the past has been that
the select committee. having been appointed
by Parliament, Parliament was entitled to re-
ceive the report of the select committee first.
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Hon. P. Collier: If Parliament chooses to
forego that right, it is quite all right.

Mr. TROY: That iy so. The Standing
Orders have been operating for a number of
years, and because someone introduced them
in the present form yeafrs ago, does not mean
that they must remain in their present state
for all times. I do not know whether the
people who have been referred to are guilty
of what has been alleged; I fear that & nom-
ber of people are guilty, because there are
always people who will take advantage of
other people’s nccessities. The temptation is
there, and some will succumb, It has been
suggested that the Federal Government may
make good the losses to the soldiers. There is
po chance of that.

Mr. Mann: The Federal Government could
stop payment of the bonds.

Mr. TROY: They ¢ould do that, and the
Federal Government might have done that
from the beginning. It was known when the
honds were issued that there would be traf-
ficking. It is not my business to make any
attack upon Western Australian members of
the Federal Parliament nor yet to defend
them. Tt is certain that they should be in
Western Australia more than they have been,
in order to speak for themselves, Some of
them have not been here at all for years. I
admit that members of Parliament cannot be
in their constitueneics all the time. It is not
possible even for us to visit our constitvencies
sometimes, for we have business and various
duties to attend to in the city. Some of our
Federal members, however, are very rarely in
the State and most decidedly they should be
here oecasionally. 1 support the motion hop-
jug that the fullest publicity will be given to
the proceedings before the seleet committec,
that the fullest inquiry will be made, and that
justice will be done to the individuvals con-
cerned.

Mr. SPEAKER: This motion should really
be divided into two separate motions. In
order to facilitate debate, I allowed the dis-
cussion to proceed as if it were ome motion.
I intend to put it in the form of two motions.
I will read the first motion, which is as fol-
lows—

That a select committee be appointed to
investigate the methods adopted by finaneial
agents and others regarding profiteering in
the buying of war gratuity bonds from re-
turned scldiers of the ALTF. and the in-
fringement of the Usury Aet in relation to
same; al3o in respeet to certain land agents
cashing war gratuity bonds in exchange for
the purchase of blocks of land at fictiti-
ously "high values, and by such means in-
decently and flagrantly exploiting the re-
turned soldiers.

Question put and passed.
Mr. SPEAEKER: The second motion will
read as follows— .

That in order to permit the committee
to exercise ita diseretion in admitting the
Press to its meetings, the Standing Orders
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having reference to the publication of the
proceedings and deliberations of a seleet
committee should, for the purpose of this
special case only, be suspended during the
time the committee is sitting.

Question put and passed.

Ballot taken and a aelect committee
appointed consisting of MMessrs. Corboy,
Denton, McCallum, Richardson, and the
mover (Mr, Wilson), with power to call for
persons and papers, to sit on days over
which the House stands adjourned, and to
report on 12th October.

MOTION—STATE INSURANCE,
Mr. CORBOY (Yilgarn) [9.9] T move—

That in the opinion of the House it is
desirable that the Government should
immediately do all things neccssary to
establish a State Life, Accident, Sickness,
Fire and General Insurance Office.

I want first of all to acknowledge the work
done last session by the member for Pilbara
(Mr. Underwood) on a somewbat similar
motion, and the support given it by the
Minister for Works and the memher for
Harnans (Mr. Munsie). The motion, if
carried into effect by the Government,
would be for the benefit of the State and
more particularly of the people who find it
necessary to insure themselves or anything
that they have. The motion may be re-
garded as an indication of our desire to
carry out the promise of our leader that we
would be prepared to help the Government
to do anything necessary to stop the finan-
cial drift. I have tried to make the motion
as comprehensive as possible. The Premier
seems a little amused at .the motion, but I
hope he will consider it in all geriousness,
because to some extent at least it will, if
carried, help him out of his difficulties as
Treasurer. My object is twofeold: firstly to
aggist the finances of the State, and sec-
ondly because it is essential that we alter
the existing laws in regard to workers’ com-
pensation, To-day we are lagging behind
many other parts of the world in respect
of workers’ compensation, whereas at one
time we boasted that we were leading the
whole world. Just as the Government con-
trol the currency of the country, so the
Government should alse exclusively control
the whole of the banking and insurance
buginess of the State. The results achieved
by the Government Insurance Office in
Queeansland are an indication that a very
great deal can be done by the Government
taking up the same enterprise in this State.
During the trading year 1920 the results of
the Government Insuranee Office in Queens-
land—although that office had been in
operation for only four years—were con-
siderably beyond expectations. The in-
come for the year amounted to £513,143,
white the claims paid totalled £265,999.
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The expenses were £125050; the amount
added to reserves was £65,097, and the sur-
plus on the whole of the year’s transactions
aiter the payment of all expenses and inci-
dental charges was £56,997,

Mr. BacCallum Smith: How mueh did they
loge in taxation?

Mr. CORBOY: I have failed to find any
mention of any such loss in the report.

Mr. Troy: What do the people gain as a
result of the Jower premiums?

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Mr. CORBOY: I will deal with that pre-
sently. Whatever the loss in taxation might
have bceen, it could not have possibly been
equal to the -amount saved to the people of
Quecnsland by the reduction in preminms. I
went to some tronble to work out the effect
ot the reduction of premiums in that State,
and I found that taking the whole of the
trading as well as individval sections such as
fire, it was really astonishing.  Regarding
fire insurance, I would like to guote from
one of the documents of the Queensland Gov-
ernment office to show what savings have
actually been effected on behalf of the policy
holders. In Brishane and suburbs, en a
wooden building insured for £1,250 the
premium charged by the private companics
before the Government office started was
£5 2s. 1d. The premium to-day for exactly
the same amonnt of insvrance on the same
building is only £3 8s., and this despite the
erormous increases in incidental expenses
which have taken place during the last four
years, On a brick buvilding insured for
£2,500 the amonnt of the premium prior to
the Government starting was £3 15s. The
amount to-day under the State Government
scheme is £2 10s.©  Wor wooden bnsiness
premiscs insured for £3,600, the amount
charged previonsly was £4 14a., whereas to-
day it is only £3 15s. 2d. Many other in-
stances coulidl he quoted, but these figures are
sufficient to demonstrate that despite the in-
erease in working costs during the four years
1917-1921, it has been possible under the
State Government scheme of Queensland to
materially decrcase the cost of the policy to
the insnred. The reductions vary in the
different hranches from about 20 to 33 per
ecnt., but the average redvetion in premiums
spread over the Tour years for which the
figurea are available show that the people in
Queensland who have insured with the Gov-
ernment office have effeeted a saving of an-
proximately £480,0006. The actual saving as
eempared with the rates eharged by the pri-
vate companies prier to the Government start-
ing approximates £500,000. Whatever may
be the amount lost by way of taxation, mem-
bers must admit that it would not nearly
repch the amount saved to the people of
Queensland by the reduction effected in the
premiums.  Further, there is more money
available for taxation in other directions, if
required, and if this money is not required
by the Qovermment, it is available to the
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prople of the State, instead of being in the
coffers of private insurance companies. It is
notoricus that private insurance companies
of the Commonwealth are making big profita,
[ have a life policy in a mutual office, and
the fact that this officc ia able to distribute
the honusges it deoes is a sufficient indication
to me that it is making very big profits in-
deed,

Mr, Sampson: But the profits go back to
the insured.

Mr, CORBOY: Quite so; the mutual offi-
ces are distributing the profits, but there are
many companies, including one recently
started in this State, which are proprietary
concerns, and which are not distributing
their profits to the insured. Their profits go
to a few shareholders. Savings have been
effceted in the Queensland Government office
in directions which would astonish members
who are wont to claim that dircetly any con-
cern is put under Government control, the
expenses mount up higher than those of con-
eerns run by private business men, We have
often heard the statement that if our State
trading concerns were handed over to private
enterprigse, they would probably be run at a
greater profit than they are to-day and that
they would be a sounder eommer¢ial suceess.
Under the Queensland Government scheme,
the reverse has been the case.  When the
Queensland Government started operating,
the expense rate for the private companies
was approximately 40 per cent.  This has
been ent down by the Queensland Government
from year to year until last year the expense
rate was rteduced to approximately 14 per
cent. This has been possible hecause the Gov-
ernment have in their employ officers whose
soervices can be made uwse of in a better or-
ganised way than would be possible in the
case of a private company. The private com-
panies are put to enormous expense sending
ont apents to scour the country, competing
with one another, rushing hither and thither®
in motor cars to get in first, as a result of
which the rate against the insured is Toaded
up. Under a Government scheme, with
proper organisation and especially with in-
surance made a Government monopoly, it
wouldl be possible to c¢ut the oxpense rate
even lower than it is in Queensland to-day.
There have frequently heen made charges
that Labour is wasteful when in office, that
it does not handie the business of the country
properly, and that comscquently it is not to
he trusted to handle sueh a scheme as this.
‘We frequently hear it stated that Labour in
office runs mad financially, that it dose not
cficiently administer the eoncerns of the
State and that proper provisien is not set
aside.  The Queensland Government have
heen most eareful and conservative in their
transactions under the ingnrance scheme. On
their various furniture, fittings, typewriters,
motor cars and so forth, they are writing off
a3 depreciation no less than 20 per cent. of
the capital cost anneally. TIn other words
they are assuming that the furniture, fittings,
typewriters and motor ears will be uselesa at
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the end of five years. I think members will
agree that the Queensland Government are
doing a great deal more in this direction than
wonlil be done by a private business coneern,
and it is well to remember that the profits
I have quoted have been made despite
the 20 per cent. depreciation written
off each year. As illusirative of the suceess
of this scheme, I would point out that when
the original Act establishing the Govern-
ment insurance office was passed, a sum of
£100,000 was appropriated from Consolid-
ated Revenue to cnable the office to be
established. During the five years that it
has been operating, it has not been found
necesaary to touch one single penny of that
£100,000. The office hay been able to carry
on right from the inception without asking
the State Treasury for one penny. In addi-
tion to this the whole of the salaries and
wages, ete., of the officc is paid out of the
funds of the office; there is no charga on
the Treasury of the State in any way what-
ever. Further, there is in Queensland to-
day a sum of £400,000 of the funds of the
State insurance office invasted in Queens-
land Government and other securities. Just
think what it would mean to Western Aus-
tralia if we had that amount of money
flowing into the coffers of the State,
approximately £100,000 a year for invest-
ment in bonds and other securities issued
by the Government, and how mueh better
it would be than having te go begging for
money on the London market, as we have
been doing. The whole matter of the finan-
eial administration of the Queensland Aet
is one that does credit to the Government
who framed and passed the measure. The
Act has been amended from time to time te
nmake its provisiona more adaptable to ex-
isting conditionms, If it is possible for the
Queensland Government insurance office, in
. competition with the private companres, to
achieve such magnificent results on bchalf
of the State, it should be just as easy to do
g0 in Western Australia. In connection
* with” workers’ compensation, the Govern-
ment of Western Australia have for some
few years been operating 2 fund for the
insurance against aecident and so forth of
their men on the railways, ete,, instead of
paying a private eompany to effect the in-
surance. Although this scheme applies to
only a comparatively few State employees
on wapges, during the few years the fund
has operated, the reserve has been built up
to a credit of £46897. That has been done
with regard to a few men working on the
railways, ete., and I would remind members
that it would be possible to do a great deal
more if we were going on the open market
for business. I helicve that our people
would be suofficiently patriotic to take their
businesa to the State office. Tt has been
possible in Queensland to eonfer very much
greater benefits on the workers through the
asgistanee rendered under their Insurance
Act than had ever beenr possible previously.
I shall refer briefly to what ig possible in
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Queensland to show how beneficial it is to
have legislation of this sort enacted and an
insurance office of this sort in existence.
The Workers’ Compensation Act there,
worked in conjunction with the Insurance
Act, bas enabled the Government to do
things which were not possible in any other
part of the Commonwealth, When the
pneumonic influenza epidemic was sweeping
the country some time ago, the laws were
sufficiently flexible to enable the Goverm-
ment to establish a temporary department
under the Workers’ Compensation Act to
cover amyone who econtracted pneumonic
influenzy while working on the ambulances
or on the wharves as a lomper, or in any
industry where a person was likely to con-
tract influenza in the course of his employ-
ment. They have practically closed that
down now, The period of trouble is past
but the law was there to enable the Govern-
ment to assist the workera to tide over any
difficulties inte which they might bhave
fallen, or to assist the dependants who may
have suffered loss through the breadwinner
contracting pnenmonic influenza. As a re-
sult of the flexibility of the legislation,
there were not the same difficulties in
Queensland with regard to bhereaved persons
ags were experienced in other parts of Aus-
tralia. By reason of tlis Act it has also
beer possible to deal with one or two other
phases of an industrial aspect which have
not been dealt with o the same extent any-
where else—I refer to industrial and mining
diseases as distinet from aeccidents. Let me
run briefly through the amounts whieh are
to-day being paid in Queunsland, and which
are very much in excess of those paid else-
where in Australia. For the loss of beth
eyes, or for the loss of an only eye, they
pay £750. Xor the losa of both hands they
pay a similar amount, and for the loss of
both feet, a hand and a foot, for total and
incurable loss of mental powers, for in-
ability to work, for total and incurable
paralysis of limbs, or of mental powers,
they also pay £750. For the loss of the right
arm they pay £600, znd for the loss of the
left arm £562 10s. There is also a secale
referring to various other accidents, show-
ing that the amounts payable are very much
in excess of those paid in any other part of
the Commonwealth. For ioss of life, where
there are dependants alive, a sum of £750
ia paid. That is nearly double the amount
paid in most other States of Australia, in-
eluding ours. In regard to industrial
diseases, it is provided that—

Where a worker at the date of death
ot incapacity has, whether before or after
the first day of July, 1917, or partly be-
fore and partly after that date, being con-
tionously resident in Queensland for at
least one year; and was employed in any
employment mentioned in the second
column of the table of industrial diseases
hereunder set forth, and such worker has
died in consequence of any disease men-
tioned in the first column of the said
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table, or is suoffering from any such
disease and is thereby incapacitated
from earning full wages at the work
at which he was employed, the worker,
or in the case of death his depend-
ants, shall be entitled to compensation
in accordance with this Aet as if the
diseass were a personal injury by aceident
suffered by the worker at the place of
employment under Section 9 of this Aet.

If an industrial disease is contracted which
renders the worker unable to continue his
occupation, or eauses his death, he or his
dependants are entitled to the same compen-
sation under the Act as if he were killed or
had suffered fatal injuries at his work.
Various diseases are dealt with, including
particnlarly mineral poisoning for those
working with copper, zine, and such like
minerals, anthrax for those working amongst
wool, and septic poisoning for anyone work-
ing with meat or animal by-products. Mining
diseases are also dealt with. Similar pro-
vigion is made for anyone who has been resi-
dent for five years in Queensland and has
confracted any of the various mining diseases
of the lungs, or of the hands and knees.
There are also menticned many of those
mining diseases which cavse disability for
work. The worker is entitled to similar com-
pensation to that which he would receive if
he had met with some accidental injury at. his
work, The Government claim that it is not
possible to grant in this State similar con-
cessions to our workers. T put it to the
Government that it is now time something
wag done to protect those men who contract
diseases as the result of the work they do on
behalf of the State or of private enterprise.
We should de something to protect them and
help them when their time of trouble comes.
There are hundreds of men on the goldficlds
who are suffering from miners’ complaints,
and for whom it is possible to do very little.
I admit that in most eases what is being
done is being done well, but it ia not possible
to do for them all that we would like to be
done. The member for Kaigoorlie (Mr. Boy-
land) when speaking on tbe Address-in-reply
made particular reference to this qnestion.
Had we a State Insurance Act similar to the
Queensland legislation, it would be possible
for us to grant 'to the workers under the
Workers’ Compensation Aet very much
greater benefits than they have hitherto en-
joyed. It would also be possible for us te
give benefits to those who contract industriat
or mining discases. T trust the Government
will not oppose the motion, and that some-
thing will be done to make proper provision
for the helping of workers who are affected
by their employment, and also to make proper
provigion for some adequate control over the
money which is cireulating in the community
through the State Treasury for the benefit of
all instead of for the bencfit of a few share-
holders in some private insurance company.

On motion by Colonial Secretary, debate
adjourned.
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Hon, W, C. Angwin drew attention to the
state of the House. Bells rung and a quorum
formed.

RETURN—STATE IMPLEMENT WORKS.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [9.40]: I move—

That a return be placed on the Table of
the House showing the amounts written
down or placed to a suspenge account re-
garding the State Engineering and Imple-
ment Works— (1), Buildings and plant;
{2), Losses during working, stating years;
(3), Interest and compeund interest; (4},
Depreciation.

My reason for asking for this information
is that many statements have been made of
late with regard to the amount of money
written off or paid to the suspense account in
connection with these works. It is unneces-
sary for me at this stage to say anything
about the history of the works. Those hon.
members who were in the Chamber at the
time when some difficulty oceurred in regard
to this undertaking will give me the credit of
having put all my eards on the table. I told
them honestly and in n straightforward
maaner the exact position. There was such
an outery from this side of the House, then
the Opposition, that eventually a Royal Com-
mission was apointed to, in effect, place me
on trial in conection with these works. T say
with all due respect to my hon. friend the
Minister for Works, who is doing his best to
help on this coneern, that it was from that
point the implement works hegan to improve.
I say without egotism that it was the action
taken by me that caused these works to
move ahead. I notice from the Press
yesterday that the Minister for Works made
a statement in connection with a deputation
from the Chamber of Manufacturers. DMr.
Tiocke, of Fr-mantle, Perth, Albany, Bun-
bury, and other places, said the works had
been written down to the extent of £80,000.
The Minister in reply said the amount was
approximately £120,000, hut when he took
control he had accrved intcrest debited wp
whieh ran inte rather a large amount, and
that he had stock taken and a valuation made.
The result was that no assets could be found
to represent approximately £120,000 in eap-
ital, so that he had the amount carried to a
susnpense account. That is rather a serious
refleetion on those who were previously in
charge of the works. I am going to take that
a3 a reflection on me, tather than upon my
colleagues who were associated with me in
the Government.

Mr. Pickering: Verv kind of vou!

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: T shall take the
responsibility upon my awn shonlders. I can
prove by the report of the anditor at the time
that the statement of the Minister iz in-
correct,

Mr, Pickering: I will take your word for
it.
Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: No report’in re-
gard to these works has ever been submitted
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to Parliament by the Auditor General as re-
quired by the State Trading Concerns Act,
since the 1916 report. Balance sheets have
been presented, but no Auditor General’s re-
port. The Minister said there were no asseta
at the works to make wp the amount neces-
sary to wipe off the sum he mentioned. You,
Mr. Stubbs, will remember—though not
many members are present-——the statement
which T made in 1915 regarding the works. 1
then pointed out that T had found it neces-
sary, upon taking control of the works, to
have an inventory made, to have cost books
established in order to aseertain whether the
output wag being sold at payable prices, and
generally to take steps to put the works on a
business footing. A further ohject, of course,
was to ascertain whether any losses were be-
ing made, and, if so, how. Mr. Higgins, of
the Public Works Departiment, was sent to
the works for the express purpose of taking
an inventory of all the stock and plant and
other things ronnected with the works, Now,
here is a report signed by Mr. Needham, an
inspector of accounts for the Auditor General,
who says—

The detailed costs of the fixed assets had
not heen kept. A valuation of the whole
of the capital assets was made by Mr, Hig-
gins, engineering draftsmon of the Publie
Works Department. The valvation was as
at the 23th Febrnarv, 1915, and was hased
on the value of each asset at date of its
instalment,

The valuation was based on the amount of
money which Mr. Needham swas told each
article had represented at the date of instala-
tion.

The total valuation was in exeess of the
hook figmres to the extent of £3,546. To
bring the valuation into line with the book
figures, the following items were redueed
by the amount stated:—Amalgamation of
shops, £3,786; tools, £806; patterns, £954;
total, £5,446.

Thus, it will be seen that there was an in-
ventory, arrived at by valuing each item at
what was its eost at the date of installation,
The total of that valuation exceeded by
£5,000 the total amount shown in the hooks.
The articles representing the wvalues were
there then, in 1915; otherwise Mr. Needham
could not have valued them and arrived at
his fotal, Tt is necessary to place hefore such
hon. members az may be present and in-
torested in the work of the country—T admit
they are very few—the figures relatine to
the State Tmplement Works. “When those
works were started, the whole of the plant
and stock of the enginecring works then on
the quav very near the entrance to Fre-
mantle harbour was tranaferred to Rocky
Bay. A pgreat proportion of the plant and
gtock in question had heen in existence for
20 years, had heen paid for, and largely was
worn out. The plant and stoek inelnded
hundreds, or even thousands, of pounds worth
of uvseless tools. Bnt all thia plant and ma-
terial was transferred to the State Tmple-
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ment Works at cost. Hon. members may be
surprised to learn that some of the plant and
material transferred from the harbour works
will never be used by the State Implement
Works so long as those works exist, That
stuff is there to-day, awaiting sale.

Mr. Davieg: There has been a beliet for
vears that the works were over-capitalised.

Won. W. €, ANGWIXN: Yes; and T am
pointing out how they came to be over-
capitalised. I will refrain from repeating
ancient history. and simply refer hon. mem-
hers to *‘Hansard'? of 1915,

AMr, Hickmott: Was not a eonsiderable
amount written off?

Hon. W, €. ANGWIN: XNothing at all has
been written off. Hon. members are aware that
in 1915 the works made a very heavy loss,
o loss of £33,323. That was owing to manu-
factures being sold at considerably less than
it cost the works to produee them. The far-
mers got the henefit of that fact. They wera
obtaining machines at as much as £20 below
cost of manufacture.

The Premier: T do not think that is so.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Tt iz so. In ad-
dition, there were orders at unpayable prices
for large numbers of machines to be sup-
plied during the next ensuing year, which in
congequenee showed o loss of £28371. Tha
Minister in eontrol of the works has, accord-
ing to his own statement, debited up con-
siderable amounts for interest, which
have been found to suspense account.
The total cost of the works was not more
than £93,000 or £04,000; so how ecould they
have been written down by £120,000? But
the £120.000 still appears in this year’s bhal-
anee sheet.

Mr. Mann: Did the ninety o0dd thousand
pounds represent the cost of the works in the
first instance?

Hon. W. €. ANGWTN: That amownt was
for machinery apd plant from North Fre-
mantle, and for evervthing elac put into the

works. Next, T turn to the balance sheet for
1916. OFf course, something was wrong at

that time, though the work had commenced
to improve by then. Buoildings and plant
were valued in 1916 at £94,591, less de-

preciation €1,873. The total amount of
money expended from  General Lean
Fund, and expenses charged to Consoli-

dat~1 Revenne, and valne of plant trans-
ferred, was shown at £94.644, less credit to
Salez of Government Praperty Trust Aceount
£54, bringing the amount back to £94,589.
Evidently, there is a big mistake somewhere.
Let me point out that T am not dealing with
the trading account, but with the capital cost
of the works.

The Premier: We are still paying interest
on what was written off.

Hon, W. ¢, ANGWIXN: No, Tn 1921 the
total value of buildings, plant, machinery,
ete., waa written down to £62,010. That is
to aay. the total cost of everything conneeted
with the works was written down to £82,000
—which shows clearly the impossibility of
writing down the eapital cost of the works by
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£120,000. From the statement published by
the Minigter for Works in yesterday’s ‘‘ West
Australian,’’ it is clear that he did not in-
tend to say that he had written down the
. capital cost of the works, but that he had
written down the eapital—and that ‘‘eapital’’
includes losses made in the two or threc years
to which I have referred, with compound in-
terest added. This puts an entirely different
complexion on the whole business.

Mr. Mann: The greatest losres were made
up to 1916¢

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: Yes, hecaum it
was only in 1915 that I started to put the
works in order—which oceupied some time.
The hon. member was not here then.

Mr. Mann: I am only wanting some in-
formation.

Mr, Daviea: When did you open the works?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Early in 1914,
However, a certain amount of construction
work bhad been carried on previously, and
that is possibly the explanation of various
mistaken impressions, and of the mixing up
of different charges. However, that matter
being dead and buried, I do not want it
formally resurrccted, as has been done here
in connection with that alleged writing down
of £120,000. Let me ask the Premier and
Treasurer Whether he places to suspense ac-
count the £500,000 whieh the railways lose
annually, and whether he proposes to charge
interest on that loss at some futurc date?

The Premier: No, unfortunately not.

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: But that is what is
being done in conneetion with the State Im-
plement Works for the express purpese of
pleasing a few numbskulls in the city of
Perth. The fact is that the State Tmplement
Works are now beeoning a power.

Member: They have a good manager now.,

Hon, W. C. ANGWTN: Yes, and that mana-
ger started to put things right in 1915, since
which time matters have improved almest from
day to day. The works exist for the express
purpose of steadying the prices which the
people of this State have to pay for machin-
ery. But for the existence of that State
enterprise, our people would have had to
pay far more for machinery and for engineer-
ing work. T have in my possession a printed
copy of certain evidence taken by a seleet
committee which, unfortunately, owing to the
close of the session, did mot complete its in-
vestigations, in the courae of which evidence
it is stated by an importer of this city that
nobody could start to manufacture imple-
ments in Western Australia except the West-
ern Australian Government, because any other
eompetitor would be crushed by the large
manufacturers in the Eastern States, who
would immediately start dumping in Western
Australia and thus kill him financially.

Mr. Davies: They have not killed Purser.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: Purser ig with

them; he is agent for several of them.
Only lately the Commonwealth Govern-
ment introduced legistation to prevent

dumping from other parts of the world.
The British Goveroment have taken similar
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action to prevent dumping. The position
to-day, however, is that dumping is taking
place. They are keeping things in Western
Ausgtralia ag fine as they possibly can. Had
it not been for the establishment of the
State Implement Works, we would be pay- .
ing far more for our machinery than is the
case to-day.

Mr, Davies: Undoubtedly that is so.

Mzr. Maonn: I got some articles from
Pursers and they added 20 per cent.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That should not
be s0. The price of machirery has decreased
bere more than in any other part of Aus-
tralia. The State Implement Works are
rather Jarge and over capitalised for the
number of men employed there at the present
time. The works have a heavy burden to
carry. Some 300 men are employed there.

Mr. Pickering: The works are badly laid
out,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: That cannot be
helped; they are there. Last year the works
paid commission on goods sotd amounting to
£4372 12s. 4d.

The Premier: Who got the commission?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN : The Premier
knows,

My, Pickering: Not the Westralian Parm-
era Litd.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Yes, they got most
of it. The works also paid in depreciation
£1,977. They paid sinking fund amounting
to £228 12s. 5d. and in interest fo the
Treasury, £12,680 15s. 7d., and on the year’s
working they showed a loss of £1,526. They
showed a profit for the year 1920 of £2,342.
There was a dispute, however, regarding
commiggion and the question areose as to
whether the Westralian Farmers Ltd. were
entitledl to the full amount elaimed. In the
end c¢ommission was paid amounling Lo
£4,372, which included £1,700 due for the
previous year. Thus the actual position for
the two years was that in 1920 the works
made a elear profit, after paying all charges,
of £643, and this yedar a clear profit of £273.

The Premier: You must have left out
something.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: I have left out
nothing. T waat it to be realised that the
works are not a losing proposition but have
become & paying concern.

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

Mr, Davies: I do not think you need
justify the existence of the State Imple-
ment Works.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: 1t is not necessary
to justify the establishment of the works,
but we must combat the statements made
to the public. It is necessary, too, to in-
form the public that £12(,000 is not written
off the capital cost of these works hecauss
it is a matter of imposmbility to write off
such an amount when the total expenditure
is only £94,000., The amount written off is
intereat charged back and losses; the latter
forms the larger proportion of it. I desire
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to procure these details in the return I
seek, in order to ascertain how these differ-
ent amounts have been made up. The re-
duction of the acetual profit and loss sus-
pense  aeccount—that means losses, ete.—
shows that £77,309 has been written off.
That i3 one item alone; I want to know how
it is made up. I want to know whether the
State Implement Works are dealt with in
the same way and placed in the same posi-
tion as other Goverminent departments.
What is the reason for saying that £120,000
has been written off whou 1t is impossible
that it could be done on the capital cost of
the work. If the capital cost of the work
is written down, it makes a considerable
difference. The member for Sussex (Mr.
Pickering) knows something about writing
down in connection with businesses and, in
the case of the State Implement Works, the
writing down was fully justified on account
of the old plant. The machinery installed
in those works was transferred from other
departments and consequently it was not of
the best type for carrying on such works.
On the other hand, the machinery and plant
constitutes a serious handicap. Stocks
which were useless for the harbour works
were charged up to the State Implement
Works, To-day the works have £100,000
worth in stock and stores that are not
required there. In the Railway Depart-
ment, for instance, there i3 about £500,000
worth of atores, of which from £200,000 to
£300,000 worth will never be msed. The
sooner they are got rid of, the better. As
a matter of fact, there is no chance of get-
ting rid of them. T object to the State
Implement Works being charged up with a
lot of old material which has been in exist-
ence for a quarter of a eentury, merely for
the purpese of condemning this concern.

Mr. Davies: What do you suggest should
be done with it?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: I suggest that the
Minister has taken the correct action in
charging it up to the suspense account
until the works are rid of it. The State
Implement Works shonuld not be asked to
carry this burden. TFor the sake of com-
parison, I will give hon. members cone in-
stance to show what the Government did
when they first took office, to make the
State trading concerns look as bad as
possible, In those days they were not so
pleased with them as they are to-day.

Hon. P. Collier: In these days they were
opposed to the State trading concerns; now
they support them.

The Premier: We still oppose them.

Hon. W. ¢, ANGWIN: When the war
broke out, almost every sawmill in Western
Australia closed down, throwing a large
number of men out of employment. As
many men left the timber workers’ union
to join the A.LF. as from any other organ-
isation in Western Australia. In order to
provide work for the married men and
gingle men who could not proceed to the
front we were asked to fix epecial rates for
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piece work in orer to keep these men em-
ployed cutting sleepers. The sum of £100,000
was set aside for this purpose and some
2,000 men were employed cufting sleepers,
Members will realise that sleepers represent
good stock because slecpers are improved
when dry., This work was carried out to
atleviate the unemployed which was accentu-
ated by the drought as well as by the war.

Mr. Davies: It was a very had year alto-
gether.

Hon. W, . ANGWIN: TImmediately the
Lalour Government went out of office, so T
have been informed, the whole of the interest
on the £100,000 was charged unp apainst the
State sawmills, which trading concern had
nothing whatever to do with it.

The Premier: The State sawmills sold the
sleepers and secured the benefit.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: The State sawmills
department merely took charge of the work.

Mr. Mann: The State sawmills show a
good profit to-day.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN: They made a very
good profit last year. That instance serves to
show how interest was piled on to these trad-
ing eoncerns when the Labour Government
went out of office. Tt is because of sueh in-
stances that T desire to have a detailed re-
turn. To-day the State Tmplement works are
paying their way, showing a small prefit after
paying dividends. In a private company this
profit would be placed to reserve, The profit
wasg only a small one but it was secured after
paying £1,700 on account of commission due
for the previons year. The State has nothing
to be afraid of regarding the State Imple-
went Works. TFhe men employed there are
striving hard to make the works a good pay-
ing proposition, and I hope trade will revive
shortly in order to enable them to increase
their turnover. Last year instead of showing
a loss of £1,526, the works paid dividends.

The Premier: You will have to come and
help me to find a surplus for the Estimates,

Hon, W, . ANGWIN: T will help the
Premier as T have helped his colleagues in
the past. After paying interest and dividends
amounting to £12,680 the works showed a
profit of £273 this year, again after paying
£1,700 which should have been paid in the
previons year out of the profit of £2,433.

The Premicr: The works collected money
from the previous year as well.

Hon, W. (. ANGWIX: Tt all appears on
the balance sheets, The Premier can see the
report of the officials on the balance sheets.
It is set out there—

The commission inercased from L6866 17s.

24, in 1920 to £4372 12a. 4d. The latter

amount, however, include a sum of £1.700

to the acconnt of the 12 months ending
th June, 1920, held in abeyance as it
was then in dispute as to whether any lia-
bility exizted with the Westralian Farmers
Ltd. This has now been scttled.
That iz the report. I only want to see fair
play and I belicve the Minister in charge of
the works iz doing his best. T believe the
Minister has his whole heart in these works
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and bhe is so much attached to them that it
woenld be difficult to make him part with
them.

Hen, P, Coilier: Ie will never sell them.

Hon, W. C, ANGWIN: The works are
¢uite in his line, and T do not think that the
Minister desired to make a statement that
wasg misleading, Unfortunately the public
gained a wrong impression. These works are

- beneficial to. the State, for without them the

price of machinery would not be kept down.

On motion by the Premier, debate ad-
journed,

PAPERS—WOODLINE DISPUTE.
On motion by Mr. Lambert (Coolgardie),

ordered: That all papers in eonnection with
the settlement of the woodline dispute on the
goldfields in 1919 be laid on the Table of the
Honse.

Houze adjourned at 10,16 pan.

Legislative Council,
Thursday, 22nd September, 1921,
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The PRESIDEXT took the Chair at 4.30
p.ni, and read prayers.

BILLS (3)—THIRD READING.
1, Supply (No. 2}, £542,000,
.. Passed.
2, Fremantle Lands,

3, Coroners Act Amendment.
Transmitted to the Assembly.

BILL—STATE CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT.

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—ADOQPTION OF CHILDREN
ACT AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day; Hon. J.
Ewing in the Chair, the Minister for Edu-
cation in charge of the Bill

The CHATRMAN : The Minister has moved
a new clause, to stand as Clause 3, as fol-
lows :——

The record of any proceedmgs in the
Bupreme Court under the principal Act
shall not be open to public inspection with-
out the sanction of a judge,

to which Mr, Duffell has moved an amend-
ment to strike out ‘“of a judge’’ and insert
in lien *“in writing of the Master of the
Supreme Court without the necessity of- a
formal order.””’

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
Sinee the adjournment I have further con-
sulted the Solicitor General with a view to
getting a clause which would meet the desires
of hon, members. Before I can move it, it
will be neeecssary for the amendment now
before the Committee to be withdrawn,

Hon, J. DUFFELL: I will withdraw the
amendnient.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
move an amendment—

That the words ‘‘without the sanction of
a judge’’ be struck out, and ‘‘except for
some reasonable aad proper purpose and
with the sanction in writing of the Master’’
be inserted in licu,

The Solicitor General points out that this is
in no way a2 new departure, that iz many mat-
ters, particnlarly in luuacy, a similar re-
striction is imposed. He has furnished me
with a copy of a report of an English case
in which the judge- said that nobody was
allowed to see the records without an order
by -one of the masters, or by a judge in
lunacy, but that, on the other hand, anyone
who eould satisfy the wmaster or the judge
that he desired to see the records for a rea-
sonable and proper purpose wonld be allowed
to see them.

Hon. J, Nicholson: That is donc under the
rules, not under a special enactment.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
(o not know, but without some speeial enact-
ment it conld not be done here.

Amendment put and passed; the new elanse,
as amended, agreed to.

New clause:
Hon, A. LOVEEKIN:

That the following new clause be added,
to stand as Clause 4: ‘‘Sub-paragraph (3)
of Secction 3 of the Adeption of Children
Act is amended by inserting the following
after ‘years’ in line 2: for if over that
age has heen under the care and custody
of some person for a period of three years,

’

I move—



